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Every book has a history.

Not only does each exist as a text — with a history of
writing and editing, publication, reception, transla-
tion etc. - but each book also exists as an object to be
read and handled, passed around, or left forgotten on
a dusty library shelf. Just as our minds are shaped by
the books we read, so each book bears the traces of
its former readers. Within a scientific context, such
texts also form the grounds for subsequent research,
or they fall out of favour once new paradigms
emerge. Popular scientific texts, such as one might
expect to discover on the shelves of a local public
library, also help to shape the public’s understanding
of scientific ideas.

Peer Review explores the transmission of scientific
ideas through books in a series of interviews with the
community of readers who use St Petersburg Library
No. 1. While the project’s original conceit sought

to interview the most recent person to have read
certain scientific books from the library’s collection,
pre-selected by the aritst, what instead took place
(due to cultural, linguistic and artistic misinterpreta-
tions), was that the librarians instead asked its users to
participate in the artistic project by selecting from the
pile of pre-selected books.

While the aims of the original project were redirected
through the library’s desire to produce the best pos-
sible portrait of their community, a portrait of the
relationship between people and books and ideas

and the library nevertheless emerges in the following
series of interviews.

In many ways, the results of decisions taken by the
librarians highlights the extent to which the library is
not only a repository of information, but also as an
active agent in the creation of community, identity,
knowledge, and place.



‘Why do you think people are interested in science?” This is a question I asked my students, future scientific
communicators, during my first lecture on science journalism. ‘Because it helps you to impress others,” said one
student. Another suggested that scien-tific news was as captivating to the public as celebrity news. As for me, one
answer which I particularly liked was, ‘When I read that scientists have been able to land a probe on the surface
of a comet, I start to think that I can also do something significant in life.’

Almost everything around us is the result of scientific collaboration. Your smartphone is packed with formu-

las drawn from dissertations and articles published in scientific journals. Your refrigerator, bedside lamps, the
yoghurt you ate for breakfast...the list goes on. And yet, there’s often a gap, sometimes of many years, between
the time new, potentially-useful information is published in an article or a patent is filled and the physical ap-
pearance of a product on shop shelves. While this lengthy process is standard, sometimes it may be accelerated.
Money, of course, helps to expedite the process, as does expending considerable effort, but the main accelerator
is words.

Many scientists believe that answering questions about their work -- explaining what they do and why -- for
people who don’t understand is a waste of their time. The Wright brothers, to take a historical example, were
delighted when they could draw the attention of reporters away from their flying machines. They didn’t want to
be distracted, but they also feared that competitors would steal their original ideas.

In 1928, Alexander Fleming discovered penicillin, the first antibiotic. A year later, he published a scientific arti-
cle on this discovery, but it went largely unnoticed in the academic community and Fleming neglected to share
his discovery with others. Some 10 years later, Ernst Chain and Howard Florey accidentally stumbled upon the
work of Fleming. They picked up where Flemming left off and made pure penicillin. For 10 years, no one had
any idea that a drug had been discovered which was des-tined to save millions of lives.

Who knows how the course of history may have been altered if Flemming’s, and numerous other discoveries
and inventions, had reached the general public earlier? Or what noteworthy acts people may have been moti-
vated to achieve would they have been able to read about such discoveries in newspapers or magazines.

In addition, familiarity with the achievements of scientists teaches critical thinking. By learning about how
scientists have arrived at their conclusions, we grasp the essence of the scientific method, learning to think logi-
cally and with scepticism. By learning to eat with a knife and fork at home we do not suddenly lose our ability

to use cutlery when we eat in a restaurant. Similarly, by learning logic and critical thinking through the pages of
scientific books and popular science magazines, one may utilise such skills in other areas of life. This means that,
among other things, you will be more difficult to lead astray than those who neglect knowledge of the achieve-
ments of science. This is why readers continue to buy books, visit libraries, subscribe to journals and follow the
scientific news on the Internet. To satisfy their curiosity and discover new information, but also in order to avoid
becoming a victim of very eloquent, but not very honest people.

Although the principle aim of scientific communication, in my opinion, is to disseminate scientific knowledge

to the general public, another important task of scientific literature is to introduce scientists to the achievements
of their colleagues in other fields of knowledge. Walk the corridors of any university and you shall discover that
often people in neighbouring departments have little idea about the work being done by their colleagues. It takes
time to read specialist scientific literature, additional time which scientists often do not have. But even a cursory
familiarity with the work being done in other fields obtained via popular scien-tific literature can lead to new
ideas, new discoveries and new co-operation. In fact, much of the most exciting research is taking place at the
intersection of different scientific fields.

We have crossed only a small part of the road in our long-standing, seemingly-never-ending journey in search of
truth. Following the leads provided by scientific research (presented in scientific journals!), we are like the ancient
navigators who, guided only by the stars, but almost always found the right path. Do not stray from this path, my
friends!

Yuliya Smirnova, science journalist.

Yuliya trained as a biologist before taking up a post as a scientific journalist at Science and Life
magazine. Since 2014, she teaches science journalism in the St. Petersburg universities.

«KaK no-BaLuemMy, no4emy Mioay VHTePRCVIOTCA HaYKO?y, — CrpoCKia 9 Ha NMepsBoi NexuUv No Hay4HOR XXypHanveTVKe
v ByAYLLVX HAYHHbIX KOMMYHKATOPOB, KOTOPbIE MPVILLIW KO MHE HAa 3aHATUA. «[T0TOMY YTO 3T0 NO3BOSIACT NPOU3BECTY
BreYaTeHre Ha Apyruxy, — Ckasan oavH CTyaeHT. [Jpyroll Bbickas3an MHeHVe O TOM, YTO Ha CaMOM Aene B HayYHbIX
HOBOCTSAX CMbICNa CTONBKO YKE, CKOMBbKO B HOBOCTSAX O YKM3HW 3HAMEHUTOCTEl. MHe NoHPaBnncs Takor oTBeT: «Korda

A YMTAI0, O TOM, YTO YHeHbIE CyMeNV NOCaanTb KOCMHECKUA 30HA Ha NOBePXHOCTb KOMETh], 9 Ha4MHa OyMaTk, YTo A
TOXE MOry CARNaTh YTO-TO 3HAYUTENbHOR B STOM SKU3HY.

MPaKTVHeCKY B OKPYXKAKOLLIME HAC BELLW — Pe3ynbTaT PatoThl 04eHb MHOMX YHeHbIX. Ball CMapTMOH HamMYKaH
HOpMyNamu, OVCCepTaLVaMA U CTaTESIMU B TONCTHIX HayUHbIX SKyPHaNaX. XONoaUIsHNK, HACTONbHaRA Namna, ForypT,
KOTOPBIV Bbl ChbeMV Ha 3aBTPaK... 3TOT CIIVICOK MOXHO NMPOAO/KATH eLle A0Ar0. [1paBaa, Mexxay CTaTbelt Uv NaTeHToMm
11 TeM MOMEHTOM, KOra OHV CTaHyT NPOAYKTOM, KOTOPLIA Mbl CMOXEM KyMiTb B Mara3uvHe, Nopoit MpoxoasaT Aonr/e
rofdpl. TakoB NPOLRCE, HO VHOMAa ero MOXHO YCKOpUTb. [JeHbramy, NpVKNaabiBaeMeiMi YoM, HO CaMbli MaBHbIv
YCKOpVTESb — 3T0 CI0Ba.

MHOrVie y4eHble CHATAHAT, YTO KOraa K HAM NPWXOOAT S04V, KOTOPbIe HAYero He NoHVMaoT B KX paﬁme M Ha4MHaT
333BaTb BOMPOCH! O TOM, @ YeM OHV 33HMMaIITCH, TO 370 S OTHVIMaeT Bpemd. bpated PaliT 6bim pafpl, Koraa
CMOrV M36aBUTLCS OT BHUAMAHNA pernopTepos K 1X N1eTattlLM MalVHaM — He XOTeS1 4TOBbI UX OTBNEKaM U B0A/MCh
TOMO, Y4TO KOHKYPEHTBbI CMOryT YKPaCThb C0pUrHaIbHbIE VOev.

AnexcaHap PRemMyHr OTKPbIN NeHUUANANH — NepBblid aHTUBMOTVK, B 1928 roay. CriyeTs rof, OH onyBnvkoBarn HayuHyio
CTaThI0 Ha STY TeMy, HO OHa NPoLUNa He3aMeYeHHOW B aKadeM1HeckoM CO0BLLRCTBE, @ CaM yYeHbI HKOMY O CBOBM
OTKPBITW He pacckasbiBar. /b cryetd 10 net 3pHeT Yelid 1 Mosapa MDnopy criyyaiHo HaTkHyVCs Ha paboTty
PnemMyHra v MakTuYecky ee Aoaenamv — NoayYIv YYCTI NeHVUMNIVH. 18 NeT HUKTO He 3Han 0 TOM, YTO HaligeHo
NeKapCTBO, KOTOPOMY BbUI0 CYXKAPHO CNacTVi MUTIIOHBI XX3HEI.

Mbl He 3HaeM, Kak MOr Bbl VBMEHUTLES X04 UCTOPV B TOM C/y4ae, eciv Bkl 06 STVX U MHOMX APYIvX OTKPLITUSAX U

11306PLTeHVISX LUVPOKas OBLLECTBRHHOCTL Y3Hana paHbLue. Ho 9 yBepeHa, UTo cpeav Tex, KTo Mo Bbl MpoqmnTaTh 06
3TOM B ra3eTax Uiv >kypHanax Beliv oAy, KOTopbIX Takye HOBOCTV CMOrW Bbl MOTVIBMPOBETL Ha YTO-TO, BO3MOXKHO
He MeHee BenvkKoe.

Kpome Toro, 3HakoMCTBO © AOCTVIKEHNAMM YHUBHBIX YHUT HAC KPUTVHECKOMY MbILLMRHA. Y3HaBas 0 TOM, KaK ydeHble
APVILLIV K TeM WAV MHBIM BbIBOAAM, Ml MOCTUMEEM CYTb HaYHHOro MeToaa, YHUMEA MbICATL NOMAHeCKA 1 BbiTs
CKeMTUKaMN. Hay4vBLUMCE BCTb HOXOM 1 BUNKOW vy ceba A0Ma Mbl He Tepsiem 3T0T HaBblk, NpVAA B PeCTopaH. TOYHO
TaKOKE, HaYYVBLLVICH NOMVKE U KPUTUUECKOMY MbILABHVIO Ha CTRAHWULEX HayUHbIX Y HEYHHO-NOMYIAPHBIX KHAM 11
»YPHA0B, Bbl ByAeTe MCNoNb308aTb 3T0 YMeHVe Vi B APYrX Cdiepax BaLLei »V3HM. 3T0 03Ha4aeT, 4To Bac CriokHee
BBECTV B 3a0My»k/ARHIE, 4eM Tex NHael, KOTopsbie NpeHetperaoT 3HaHUAMU O AOCTUKEHVSX HayKU.

BOT 419 4ero Bbl, YUATATeAV, NOKYNAeTe KHM, MPUXOAMUTE B BUBAVOTEKY, NOAMCHIBARTECH HA YKYPHA LI Vi CreauTe

33 Hay4HBbIMY HOBOCTAMM B UHTEPHETE. He TONbKO 4715 TOro, YT06b! VAOBNEeTBOPUTL CBOR M0B0MNLITCTBO U HaiTX
HYPKHYIO VHIDOPMALVIKD, HO eLLIe Vi 15 TOr0, YTODb! He CTaThb »KepTB0M Nopoli 04eHb KPacHOpeUBbIX, HO He BronHe
YeCTHbLIX IOAel. B 3T0M, Ha MOV B39/, 1 eCTb BICLUMMA CMbICST HayYHOM KOMMYHVIKALY, CyTb KOTOPOV COCTOUT

B DACNPOCTPEHeHN HAYYHOrO 3HaHVA. BaXkHas 334348, KOTOPYHO PRLUAET OCHOBHOM KOMMYHVIKETVBHLIA KaHan —
HaYUHO-TOMNYNAPHaS NMTEPaTYPa, 3TO 03HEKOMIEHVIE YHeHbIX C TeM, YeM 3aHVMaHITCS VX KOer U3 Apyrvix obnacTeli.
MporavTeck No MoBoMy YHVIBRPCUTETY — NMopOoIt AV Ha CocedHVX kaheapax A0BObHO CMyTHO NPeACTaBsAsaaT To,
4eM 3aHVIMEHITCS VX KOIer. YTeHVe CrieuyiansHov HayyHo MTepaTypbl TpetyeT BpeMeHY, KOTOporo Y YHeHbIX
nopoii HeT. A faxke Bernoe 3HakoMCTBo © paboTamvi B ApYrX 06MacTax BAaroAaps Hay4HO-MonygpHor nvTeparype
MOXXET MPVBECTW K HOBbIM 1ASAM, HOBLIM OTKPBITVAM 1 HOBOMY COTPYAHMHRCTBY, BeAb BCE CamMOe VHTepeCHOR ceiidac
MPOVICXOAWT KaK Pa3 Ha CTHIKaX Hayk.

Mbl MPOXOAVM MWL OTPe30K B MyTV B 3TOM 3BHO HA4aTOM 1 HECKOPO 33KaHYMBAIOLLIEMCA NMyTeLIECTBUM B NMOVCKaX
MCTVHbL Ceays No CCbiIKaM Ha CTaTby B HaydHbIX dKypHaNax, Mol Kak ApeBHVe MOpeniaBaTes, HTo OpUeHT pYIChH
VLB MO 3BE34aM, Haxoavv BepHYIO A0pory. He covsaitecs ¢ 31oro nyTy, Apy3bs!

Mg CMVIDHOBE, HayHHbIZ YKyDHAMMCT.
H0m19 0oBy4ancy Kaxk BYonor A0 BCTYMAeHUA B AOMKHOCTL B KAURCTBR HaYHHOMD YXXyPHAUCTE BXXyPHES

«Hayka v xu13Hby. C 2014 roga oHa NpenoaaeT Hay|HOM XXYPHAMVICTVKA B yH/BEpCUTETax CaHKT—
lMNetepbypra.



Diana Sadurskaya
Wonders of Nature: On Earth and in the Awr

Did you borrow this book
recently, or some time ago?

I've had this book for about two
weeks. My mother chose it from
the library and brought it home for
me. I actually like reading a lot and
I read loads of books. I've read all
the books which I have at home,
which my father bought me. I then
decided that I needed to get some
extra books, which is why I started
borrowing them from the library.
So I've been reading this one, even
though it’s summer and I've also
been spending a lot of time outside,
walking,

Could you tell me a bit about
the book and whether it is a

subject that interests you?
Well, in this book the author tells

us about various natural wonders

in the world. He tells us about
interesting places and the amazing
and unbelievable things which are
happening in the world. I also really
like the pictures in this book. I find
it interesting because I believe in
wonders and I am very interested in
wonders. For example, I enjoy read-
ing fairy tales, tales about magicians
and witches, so I find this book to
be really interesting. It’s something
through which I can discover the
world.

Do you see a connection
between natural wonders
and the wonders in stories of
witches and fairy tales?

Well, as for a connection, if we
speak about magicians and witches,

they have their own magic. But
here, we speak about natural
wonders, the wonders produced by
nature, which are in a way more
natural. If we speak about magi-
cians and witches, their wonders,
the magic which they do, can be
translated or described as more
artificial.

And what I find amazingly interest-
ing with this book is that it shows
the sort of wonders we have in our
real life. It’s really amazing that you
can look at a certain event which
might not seem interesting to you,
but then you look deeper into it and
you see that it’s actually wonderful
and it’s actually a wonder.

That’s exactly how I feel. What
about an example from this
book which you found espe-
cially amazing or wonderful?

To start with, these ghosts in the air.
I've been reading about them and
it’s hard to believe, how do they ap-
pear in the air like that. It’s really...
wow! This page, for example, shows
a mirage in the desert and this is a
rainbow. This picture shows a natu-
ral meteorological phenomenon in
Germany in the mountains which
appears like a ghost.

So this is the connection with
magic? It’s like natural magic?

Yes, because sometimes in the air
you don’t get just a regular rainbow,
but amazing figures of animals or
people. So, it’s really, like, amazing,

There’s also a chapter about stones.
What really amazes me is when
somehow the stones behave in a
human way, like when they move
around the desert. How can they

move around the desert? They’re
stones! There are also stones which
produce sounds, like the singing
stones of Australia...

Do reading these books make
you want to visit these places
and see them for yourself, or
do reading these books take
you there in your mind and
that’s enough?

Well, in some parts of the book,
when I was reading about all these
wonders, I felt a very strong desire
to go there and see the wonders for
myself — to see them, to hear them,
to see how they feel when I touch
them. Then, I would know that they
hadn’t been invented by the author,
but that they were actually real. So

I would say pictures are not enough.

So you want to see them with
your own eyes?

Yes, my imagination is somehow
not sufficient.

Is this book representative of
books that you like, or very
different to the sort of book
you normally read?

Well, I like reading books about
magic and magicians. I also like
adventure books. I recently read a
novel by Jules Verne, but I didn’t
understand everything and so I
didn’t enjoy that. I also like fairy
tales and stories about magic ani-
mals and princes and princesses.

I also like horses and books about
horses. I've been a few times to sta-
bles to ride horses myself. My father
also got me a children’s version of
The Three Musketeers, and I also
liked that very much.



Are these books you read for
school, or just for fun?

No, these are books for myself. For
school, we read different books.

I would also like to know
about your connection to the
library. Do you live nearby?

I started going to this library from
the very beginning, because I like

it here, especially the children’s de-
partment. There is another library
closer to my house, but I like this
one better. They have more books,
more interesting books, and I like it
here.

You mentioned that your
mother chose this book. Do
you also select books yourself,
or does your mother always
choose them for you?

Usually pick out the books my-
self, because I know what I like. I
also take books not just from the

children’s department, but also from

other departments. For example, I
recently read the first Hobbit book
by Tolkien and I found that not in
the children’s department, but in
the adult department. So, I read
books not only for children.

Because you are quite young,
but you seem very wise, I won-
der if you think about what
you would like to do when you
become older?

Well, firstly, I really like horses and
stables, so maybe I would like to
work in a stables or with horses. But
I also have a second dream and that
1s I like the sea. Some time ago, my
father and my sister and I went to
the seaside in Peterhof on the steam

boat, and I thought that maybe I
want to become a sailor. My father
told me that it’s ok, but that I have
to graduate from 10th grade, and
after that I can enter a sailor school,
a high school for sailors.

So then you can go adventur-
ing and see the world?

Yes, exactly. I already have this very
special, striped sailor shirt from my
mother.

[IvaHa Cagypckas
Hyoeca ['pupookl: Ha Semne u 8 Bo3dyxe

Bbl HejlaBHO UMTaNN 3TY KHUTY AU AABHO?

9 B34na 3Ty KHAMY OKOM0 OBYX Hepens Hasad Mos MaMa nprHecna
eé 13 BNBMOTEeKN. A BOOBLLR M6 YTaTh, Y NPOYMTENa MHOXKECTBO
KHAM 9 Mpo4YnTana Boe KHUM/, KOTOPbIe eCTb Y MeHd A0Ma, KOTopblie
KyrWn MHe OTel, M0ToM 9 Hadana BpaTb KHUMA 13 BUBIMOTEeKW.
HecMOTps Ha TO, YTO Celdac NeTo, 1 9 MHOroO BpemeHy Nposoauia Ha
VML, A MPOYATaNa 3Ty KHUMY.

He Mornu 6b1 Bbl pacckasatb nogpo6Hee Npo 3Ty KHUry? OHa npo
TO, YTO Bac nHTepecyet?

B 310 KHUME dBTOP PaCCKd3biBAET O Pa3/INYHBbIX Yy[OeCax MNpupoabl
B Mupe. OH pacckasbiBaeT 0b VHTEPECHBIX MECTaX, YAVBVTESIbHbIX
VI HEBEPOATHLIX BeLLax, KOTopble MpouvcXoddar B Mupe. MHe Takoke
HPABATCH KapTUHKY B KHUMEe. Y BepHO B 4ydeca, No3ToMy 3Ta KHUM
MeHA 3ayHTepecoBasa. HanpviMep, 4 NOBM0 YMTaTL CKa3KU npo
BDgLUEGHMKOB 1 BedpM. 3TO TO, 4epes YTo | Mory OTKPbITb MDD A4
Ceon.

Bbl BUOMTE CBS3b MeXxay uyaecaMy Mpupoabl M yyAecaMu B
VUCTOPUSIX NP0 BefibM B CKa3Kax?

Hy, ecv Mel FOBOPWM MPO MaroB W BEAbM, YV HUX ECTb CBOSA Marks.
HO 30 ch, Mbl FOBOPYM 0 Yyaecax NpUpodb, Yyaecax, Mpovi3seaeHHbIX
NPUPOAON, KOTOpble 9ABNAOTCA O0Mnee  ecTecTBeHHbIMW. ECv Mbl
rOBOPVM O Marax ¥ BedpMax, VX Yydeca, BoNLWeHCTBo, KOTOpoe OHM
[0eNaT, MOXKHO MepeBecTV U OM1caTb Kak boMee VICKYCCTBeHHOo..
/1 4TO 9 Haxoxy HEBePOATHO VHTEPeCHLIM B 3TOV KHUMe, Tak 3T0 TG,
YTO OHa MOKa3bIBAET, YTO 4Yy[deca CYLLUECTBYIOT B HaLLel peasbHoM
XKVIBHW. 3TO ABVCTBUTENBHO YAVBUTENBHO, YTO Bbl MOXETE MOCMOTPETh
Ha OnpefeneHHoe CobbITVe, KOTOpoe MO0 Obl MOKa3aTbCs BaMm
HEeUHTEPECHbLIM, HO KOrda Bbl CMOTPUTE IYEXE, Bbl BUAWUTE, YTO 3T0 Ha
CaMoM e 3aMeHaTesbHO U YaVIBUTEBHO.

310 TOuHO. MpuBeAUTE NpUMeEp U3 3TOW KHWUIM, B KOTOPOM Bbl
HaWM YTO-TO OCO6EHHO yAUBUTENIbHOE WX MNpekpacHoe pAs
cebq?

HanpyMep, 3TV NpU3paky B Bo3ayxe. 9 4iTan 0 HWX, 1 B 3T0 TpyOHO
NOBEPUTL, KakK OHV MOSBNSAKTCA B BO3OYXE, KK 3T0 MPOUCXoOUT? 3T0
Ha caMoM fene .. Bay! B 3ToM e pasgesne, HanpyMep, onvcbiBaeTcs
MUPEX B MYCTbHE, W 9T0 padyra. 3Ta KapTvHa  MoKasbiBaeT
PCTECTBEHHOE MEeTeOpoNor4Yeckoe @BMneHve B [epMaHiv, B ropax,
KOTOPOE NOSABNFRTCA KaK MPU3PaK.

Tak 310 CBSI3b C Marven? 3T1o peasibHas ecTecTBeHHas Marusa?



Ii

T'Hl[“R-'l“‘lllf.'l“:ll TARN H AATAIOK

HYJIECA TIPUPO/IbI

LF VA

4 ¥

[a, NoToMy Y4TO VHOrAa B BO3AYXE, Bbl HE YBYAWTE MPOCTO 00bIHHYIO
pagyry, Ho  yBUOUTE YAVBUTENBHBIR DUMYPKY SKBOTHBIX UMV THOOeH.
TaK YTO 3TO AeVCTBUTENBHO YAVBUTEIBHO.

MpUATHO 6bITb B BOCTOPre 0T eCTeCTBEHHbIX BeLlen.

B KH/re ecTb TakKe MaBa 0 KaMHAX. MeHsa yOVIBASeT, YT KaMHU MOryT
BECTV cebda Kak oAy, KOrda OHV MepedBuyraloTes no nycToiHe. Kak
OHV MOMYT MepenBuratbed Mo nycTeiHE? OHY XKe KaMHUl ECTb Takoke
KaMHM, KOTOPbIE MPOVSBOOAT 3BYKY, Kak, HanpyMep, neHve KamHel
ABCTRA/ M.

UTteHue 3TUX KHUI NobyxxaaeT Bac noceTuTb 3T MecTa U OTKPbITb
ux ans cebs, unm xe Bbl norpyxaerecb B CBOM MbicAM U Bam
3TOro [0CTAaTOYHO?

Hy, B HEKOTOPbIX YacTax KHUMY, KOrda § YiTana npo BCe 3TV Yyaecs,
9 MO4YyBCTBOBAS 04YeHbL CUIbHOR KefaHe NobbiBaTb TaM 1 OTKPbITb
yydeca ona cebs — JTobbl BUOETb WX, CAblLaTh WX, NOYyBCTBOBAT,
KOrda $ MpYiKacarmch K HAM. Toraa Bel 9 Bblna yBepeHa, YTo OHW He
661NV NPYAYMaHb!I aBTOPOM, YTO OHV Ha CaMoM [Aefe HacToAlme. Tak
YTO 9 Bbl CKa3a/, 4To (oTorpaduii He A0CTaToqHO.

Tak xouetcs yBuAeTb UX CBOMMMU rnasamMn?
[13, MDero BooBpaskeHust Kak-To He xBaTaeT.

OTHOCUTCS SIU 3Ta KHUra K TeM KHUram, Kotopble BaM HpaBsaTes,
WY OHa OT/IMYAETCH OT TeX KHUr, KoTopbie Bbl 06bIYHO YMTaeTe?

Hy, 9 NBMID 4MTaTe KHAMM O Manai U Marax. 9 Takke nobno
MPUKIIOHEHYeCKME KHUMY, HO He BCe MPUKTHHeHYecKe poMaHb..
HeaaBHO 9 Y/Tana poMaH XKions BepHa, Ho 51 He BLE MoHANG, Vi Mo3ToMy
MHE He MOHPaBUIOCh. MHE TakKe HPaBATCSt CKaskv U VCTOPUY O
BOMLLEOHBLIX XKVBOTHbIX, MPUHLEX 1 MpUHUECCax. Takke 9 nobno
NOLWBAEV M KHUMA NPo HAX. A Bblna HeCKOMbKO Pa3 Ha KOHHLLHAX U
e3Mna Ha nowaau. Mo oTel, Noaapyi MHe OeTCKYH Bepeyo "Tpex
MYLLIKETePOB', I MHR OHa 04eHb NoHpaBWUiach.

3TU KHUrY Bbl YATaNM B LLIKOJSIE WU MPOCTO ANS VAO0BONbCTBUSA?
HeT, 3TV ke ong cebs. [Ng LWKObI Mbl YTaeM PasHbIR KHAM.

Pacckaxwute o0 Bawwux nocew-eHusix 6ubnuoTeku. Bbl xusete
psagoM?

A Ha4an xoouTb B BUBNMOTEKY C CaMOora Havana, NoToMy YT0 MHE 30eCh
HPaBWTCY, OCOBEHHO AeTCKoR OTAeneHVe. ECTb elle odHa BubnmoTexa
BAvbke K MoeMy O0MY, HO B STOV nyyLle. Y HUX BonbLue KHAM, Bo/bLue
VNHTEPECHBIX KHUM Y MHE 30ECh HPaBUTCA.

Bbl ynoMsiHynu, uto Bala Mama Bbl6pasia 3Ty KHUry. Bbl Bbi6upaeTe
KHUIM CaMOCTOSITeNIbHO, WM MaMa Bbl6upaeT ux ansa Bac?

OBbI4YHO 9 BeIBVPAHD KHYM CaMa, NOTOMY YTO 51 3Hat0, YT MHE HpaBUTCY.
A Bepy KHUM/ He TOMBKO 113 AeTCKOro OTAeNa, HO 1 W3 ApYriX OTAe0B.
HanpyMep, HeAaBHO 5 NPOYTAN NepBYo KHUMY «XoBbKTay TonkveHa 1
9 HallMa ee He B ASTCKOM OTAeNe, a B OTAeNe 4719 B3poC/bIX. [103ToMy
9 YT KHUMA HEe TONbKO Ans AeTei.

Bbl QOCTAaTOYHO MonoAbl, HO NPUM 3TOM O4YeHb MyApbl, U MHe
MHTEepecHo, 4To Bbl NnaHupyeTe Aenatb, KOrAa cTaHeTe crapLue?

Hy, BO-MepBblx, 9 04YeHb NOM0 NowWageld U KOHIOWHY, Tak 4o,
BO3MOXKHO, 9 XOTen Bbl paboTaTh B KOHIOWHE 1 C nolwagsMn. Ho y
MBHS TaKKe BCTb BTOpPas MedTa — 9 Miobno Mope. HekoTopoe BpemMs
Ha3a4, MOV OTeL, MOod CecTpa M 4 e3gunv Ha nobepexxse B Ieteprod
Ha Napoxoge, Y 9 NodyMals, |To, MOXKET BblTh, 4 XO4y CTaTb MOPAKOM.
Mo OTel, Cka3an MHe, YTO 3T0 HOPMasbHO, HO CHaqYana 9 AomkHa
OKOHYUTL 10-14 KNace, Vi Nocne 3Toro 9 CMOory NovTv B MaTpoOCCKYHO
LLKONY — BbICLLVHO LLIKOSTY MOPSAKOB.

Torga Bbl CMOXeTe nyTeLlec-TBoBaTb U NOCMOTPETb MUP?

Oa, To4HD. VY MeHs ke ecTb crelvansHad nonocartas pyballka
MaTpoca OT MaMmbl.



Nina Viktorovna Salnikova
Mikahil Lomonosov: Great Historical Personalities

Could you tell me a little
bit about the book which
you borrowed?

I borrowed a book about Mikhail
Lomonosov, who was an outstand-
ing Russian scientist. In fact, one of
the most outstanding Russian scien-
tists of his time. If we look back, he
was probably as important and as
much a great person as Leonardo
da Vinci. As with Leonardo da
Vinci, many of the projects which
he conceived were never realised
because he lived in quite difficult
times.

This was the period when the whole
Enlightenment era hadn’t prop-
erly come to Russia, it was just the
beginning. In Europe, it might have
developed a bit earlier, but in Russia
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it happened a bit later. And so, at
that time, the circle of scientists was
quite small. But he was talented in
many ways. For example, he was
well versed in Latin...

Which era is this?

Lomonosov lived in the early 18th
century. It isn’t confirmed, but his
birthdate is thought to be 1711 and
he died in 1765, so he lived for 54
years. Also the author of this book,
Rudolph Balandin is himself a well-
known scientist, he is a hydrologist
and geographer, and he has done
much work about communicating
science and the lives of Russian
scientists.

To go back to Lomonosov, he made
a number of outstanding discover-

ies. As the author is also a scientist,
he comments on these discoveries
from a scientific point of view. I
could see that Balandin is someone
who understands a lot about sci-
ence, but I was more interested in
Lomonosov as a human being,

You probably know of him already,
because we studied his works in
school, for example, the law of
conversion of mass. He was also a
chemist and a physicist — he called
physics ‘natural philosophy’ even
though the name for physics comes
from the Greek word of phusis. We
could also call him the founder of
biochemistry and biophysics.

He had a passion to try to under-
stand the world, to perceive the
world, and that passion brought
him from his little village at the very
far corner of the Russian Empire,
on the shores of the White Sea, to
the big city. He left his small village
and literally walked to the big city.

Is this book more about his
personal life or is it more
about his scientific work?

This book 1s about everything.

It’s about that period, about the
whole epoch of Russian Enlighten-
ment, but also about Lomonosov’s
personal life. He and his wife had
no children, but perhaps it’s normal
that great people don’t have any
children. It’s also about his scientific
discoveries, of course.

It’s also important to mention that
he was a poet. In a sense, we could
consider him the first ever Rus-
sian poet. He changed language
enormously, because before him it
was mostly Old Church Slavonic
language which was used, and then
he changed that to the old Russian

language. Nowadays, we speak a
different language, but at that time
it was already consider one of his
major achievements.

So, he was a Russian
Renaissance man?

Precisely. At that time, Latin was
predominant across Europe. In Rus-
sia, we had Old Church Slavonic
language which was not easy for
many people to understand. He
transformed the language in order
to make it comprehensible for all.

He also shared similarities with
Goethe, in that in his poems he
reflected on inventions to come. For
example, he had a poem about how
useful glass could and would be.

He also revived the art of mosa-

ics and discovered the origin of
amber. That’s why I'm wearing an
amber bracelet and ring today. He
figured out that amber is actually an
organic material which consists of
remains of plants which died a long
time ago and that it isn’t formed by
the sea, but by the Earth.

Is this the first book about
Lomonosov which you have
read?

No, no, it’s not the first book that
I’'ve read about him. I'm 70 years
old and I've read many books. I've
read a lot about Lomonosov, but I
rate this particular book highly be-
cause I very much enjoyed the way
the author highlights the achieve-
ments of this Russian genius.

I also find that there are periods in
one’s life when particular thoughts
seem to surround you, almost like
constellations. For example, when
you read a book about a certain
subject and then you turn on the



television and it’s speaking about
the same subject. I'm very happy
that I've discovered this book.

Do you have an interest in
scientific books in general, or
is it mainly Lomonosov who
interests you?

I am very interested in books in
general, but also in learning how

to understand the world. Luckily, I
now have the time to try to compre-
hend the world and its creation and
its functions.

I used to be an agnostic. Now, I am
more of a gnostic, one could say. I
have a feeling that the whole world
is being organised and managed

by some sort of higher thinking,

or higher consciousness, which
transforms information and energy.
By learning about the world, and in
the process of my experience, I can
now believe that there was a certain
creator, but not in terms of the tra-
ditional god with a grey beard, but
someone sending original informa-
tion which later got transformed
into a material world - seen and
unseen.

This change from agnosti-
cism to gnostisicm, has this
derived from an engagement
with literature about natural
history and science, or is this
shift linked to other personal
developments?

There have been certain events in
my life, but I probably wouldn’t
speak about them.

There is one person in my circle
who is also a scientist and musician
and philosopher, and I very much
appreciate his work. He occasion-
ally advises me about this, or aids

my comprehension of the world.
There is a quote from an early
20th-century poet Mirra Lokhvits-
kaya. She wrote:

In my ignorance there is so much faith

in blossom of the coming spring days

my hopes, my chimeras

the deeper the darkness the brighter they shine.

Lomonosov’s history is not
very well-known in English-
speaking scientific traditions,
I would say. If there was one
thing you wish was better-
known about him in Europe,
what might that be?

Well, there are many more than
one! To begin with, he was the fore-
runner to Lavoisier. He didn’t go

as far as to define separate oxygen
and hydrogen which then combine
to produce water, but he was on the
way.

He was the one who denied the
Phlogiston theory - that the warmth
of substances doesn’t come from
the contact with the air and move-
ment of molecules, but that there is
a special substance which produces
warmth within you.

He also said that there was atmos-
phere on Venus. There was a solar
eclipse in 1761 [the Transit of Ve-
nus| and through that solar eclipse
he noticed that the movement of
Venus was blurred. Because of this,
he thought that the planet might
have an atmosphere.

He also wrote a lot about icebergs.
He grew up very close to the White
Sea, where there are many icebergs
which are called ‘paduny’ in the
local dialect. He also predicted the
existence of earth underneath the
Antarctic. The mountains couldn’t

have just formed themselves on no
basis - so there should have been

a large space on which these ice
mountains could appear. Finally,
he was also the one who came to
the conclusion that our planet must
have a cryosphere, a kind of cold
belt around the Earth. He came to

this conclusion while observing the
structure of hail.




HuHa BukTopoBHa CanbHUKOBa

Muxaus JSlomoHocos. Benuxkue ucmopudeckue nepeoHes!

He Mornu 6bl Bbl paccka3aTb MHE HEMHOI0 0 KHUre, KOTopyo Bbl
B397U?

A B37na KH1ry 0 Myxanne JIoMOHOCOBe, BblOatLLEMCSA POCCUMCKOM
yyeHoM. OH OericTBUTeNbHO Bbi OOHVM U3 CaMblX BaXKHBIX H3YHHBIX
JeaTeneli Toro BpeMeHu. ECv Mbl OMIgHeMes Hasad, To YBYOVM,
YTO OH BblM, BEBPOATHO, TakVM Ke 3H3HMMBIM 1 CTOMb YK BeKYM
4enoBexkoM, Kak JleoHapao da Bunun, Kak vy JleoHapdo ga BuHww,
MHOIMMR U3 MPOeKTOB, KOTOPHIR OH 334YMbIBas, HE Bbl PRaNIM30BaHD),
NOTOMY YTO OH KW B O0BOSbHO TRYAHBIZ BpeMeHa. 370 Bbin Nepuof,
KOrda 3Moxa [MpocBeLLeHUs ell@ He HacTyrnina B Poccun, 310 Bbio
TOMBbKO e Hadano. B EBpone 370, BO3MOXKHO, HACTYINAIO HeCKObKO
paHbLLe, HO B POCCy 3TO MPOVIS0LUNI0 YyTh NO3XKe. /1 BOT B TO BpemM4a
KpYIr y4eHbiX Oblna BecbMa Masn. Ho oH Bbi1 TanaHTMB BO MHOM/X
OTHOLLIPHUSIX. HaNpyYiMep, OH XOPOoLUO Pas3tupancs B NaTbiHW..

Kakas 3Tta snoxa?

J1IoMBHOCEB W B Ha4dane 18 Beka. He moaTtBepxaeHo, Ho MoacoM ero
poxaeHuda cumtaetcd 1711, v o ymep B 1765 rody, Tak OH MpoXAn
54 roga. ABTOP 3T0W KHUMM Pynoonb®d banadouH - camM U3BeCTHbINA
VYeHBIV, OH MMOponor U reorpad, Vi oH Npodenan bonbluyio pabaty
V3yHas YHBHUS M XKVBHY POCCUNCKIX YHBHBIX.

Bo3Bpallasch K [IOMOHOCOBY — OH COBEpLUW PeAd BblAatoLLyxXCd
OTKPLITWIA. KaK aBTOp W yHeHbIld, BanaHayH KOMMEeHTVDYET 3TV OTKPbITURA
C Hay4YHOW TOYKM 3peHVs. ABTOP YARASGET MHOMD BHYMaHVA HayKe, HO 9
Bblna 6oMblUe 3a/HTepecoBaHa B JIOMOHOCOBe Kak B YenoBexe.

Bbl, HaBepHOe, 3HaeTe ero — Befdb Mbl M3yHanu ero npov3seaeHVd
B LUKOMe, HampMMep, 3akoH npecbpasoBaHvsa Macc. OH Takke
Bbl1 XUMVKOM VI (DVBUKOM, — OH HasBa/ eCTeCTBeHHYD MU3VKY
"hrnoco@yient”, XoTa UMA (Y3KKK NPOVICXOAUT OT MPeYecKoro CioBa
«physisy. Mbl Takke MOXKEM Ha3BaTb ero 0CHOBaTeNeM BYoXUMUM 1
BUOUBVIKN.

Y JIoMoHOCOBa OblNa CTRAcTb MOMbITaTLCA MNOHATL MVP, YTOObI ero
No3HaBaTb — W 3Ta CTPACTb NPYIBeNa ero Vi3 MasneHbKor OepesHy,
DACoNoXKeHHoW B CaMoM danbHem yrny Poccuidckolt ViMnepiy, Ha
Bepery 5enoro Mopd — B 60MbLUoY ropogd, OH NOKVHYN CB0 AepeBHI0
11 BYKBaA/bHO MPYILLEeN NeLLKOM B CTOSNALLY.

3Ta KHWra 6o0sblle 0 ero JINYHOW XXU3HU WM O ero HayyHowu
paéoTe?

37a kHura obo Beem. OHa PaCCKasbiBaeT 0 TOM MCTOPWYECKOM
nepvoie, 06 3noxe DOCCUMCKOro [pocBeLLeHMSA, HO Takke 11 O JIYHOM
V13HY JToMOoHOCoBa. OH V1 ero »KeHa He ViMenu ,ELGT@VI, HO, BO3MOXXHO,
3T0 HOPMasIbHO, YTO Y BESIVIKVX Noaer He BbIN0 aeteri. KHira Taroke

PaACCKa3bIBAET O M0 Hay4HbIX OTKPbITUAX.

BayxHO Takke OTMeTUTb, YTO JIOMOHOCOB Bbl1 NO3TOM. B KaKoM-TO
CMbIC/1., Mbl CHATaeM ero nepBbIM PYCCKYIM MO3TOM. UH 04YeHb CUbHO
V3MEHWT A3blK, MOTOMY HYTO [OO0 Herc B OCHOBHOM  MCTOJ1b30Basin
CT@DOCHBBQHCKMM HA3blK, a To0ToM  erc 3aMeHW J],DBBHEDVCCKMVI.
CeroaHs Mel FOBORWM \XKe Ha HRCKONMBKO OPYroM FA3bIKe, HO B TO BpemM4a
370 BbI0 OOHVM VI3 eI [1aBHbBIX OOCTUXKEHINA.

To ecTb OH 6bI1 TeM, KOro Mbl MOMMU 6bl Ha3BaTb PYCCKUM
yesioBeKoM 3noxu Bo3poxaeHua?

IMeHHo. B Te BpemeHa B EBpone npeofnagana narbiHb. Y Hac B
Poccun CyLLIRCTBOBAS CTAPOCNaBAHCKMIN 93bIK, KOTOPbLIA Bl TRyAHbIM
AN9 NOHMMaHVIA MHOMX JIioder. J1IoMOHOCoB NpeobpasoBal A3biK .
TeM, 4ToBbl COenaTh ero NOHATHBEIM O15 BCeX.

MHe KaXXeTCd, 4TO OH Takke CXOK C [BTe — HamnpuMep, B CBOWX
CTVIXaX OH Takoke mvcan of v3obpeTeHVax Bydyliero.  Hampumep,
y JIoMOHOCOBA 6bII0 CTVXOTBOPeHVE O MOfb3e CTeKNa. Takke OH
BO3POAV VICKYCCTBO MO3aVK/ 1 BBIACHU MPOVICXOXARHVR AHTaps.
VIMEHHD MO3TOMY CerodHa 9 Hagena aHTapHbl/ 6pacieT v KonbLo.
JIOMOHOCOB A0K333a/1, YTO AHTapb — 3T0 Ha CaMOM [eNe 0praHn-ecKmi
MaTepuas, 06pa30BaBLUMXCA 113 OCTAHKOB A3BHO NOrUBLUMX pacTeHnl,
1 YTO OH 0BPa3yeTCA He B MOpe, 3 Ha 3emre.

370 nepBaga kHUra o JIoMoHOCOBe, KOTOpPbIe Bbl NPOYUTaNN?

HeT—HeT, 3T0 He NepBagd KHWMa, KATOPYK 9 YiTana o Hem. Mue /@ ner,
VI 4 MPpoYa ywKe MHOMo KHUG Y MHOMo WvTana M o JIoMOHOCOoBe, HO
MHE 0COBEeHHD NOHPaBIOCh, Kak aBTop OCBELLAET AOCTVKeHUS STOM
DYCCKOMO FeHVis. 9 Takoke CUMTaro, |UTo BblBaraT Neprodbl B >KV3HY, KOraa
MBICAW, KSXKETCH, OKPY>KaHT Hac, CNOBHO CO3Be3au4A. HarnpyiMep, koraa
Thl YWATABLLb KHWMY MO OMPeaesieHHon TemMe, a NoToM Thl BKIKYaellb
TeNeBV30p — W TaM roBop4T 0 TOM >KE. A 04eHb Pafa, YTo 0BHapy»kna
ITY KHAMY.

Ectb nu y Bac uHTEpec K Hay4HbIM KHUraMm B UefnioM, uan Bac
UHTEepecyeT ToJIbKO JIoMOHOCOB?

9 0YeHb 3aMHTepeCOBaHa B KHMMAX B LEMOM, @ Takke B No3HaHUM
M1pa. K CYacTbio, Tenepb 'V MeHd ecTb BpeMd, YToBbl MomMbiTaThes
MNoOHATL MVIP, 2ro MPOVICXOXKAPHME VI DyHKUMW. PaHblue a4 6bina
arHOCTUKOM. Tenepb 9, MOXXHOD CKa3aTh, O0bLUR MHOCTVK. Y MeHA eCTb
OLLYLLIPHWE, YTO BeCh MUP OPraHv3yeTea M yNpaBnsaeTcs C NoMOLLbOo
KaKOro-TO BbICLIero pasyma, WY BbICLUero CO3HaHWg, KOTOPbIA
NOCHI3eT U NPpeoBpasyeT VHMoPMaLUMIO Y 3Hepriig. TyTemM no3HaHs
OKPVKaIOLLLer0 MUP3, M UCX0AA V3 MOero OMbiTa, Ternepb 9 Bepio, YTo
CYLLIPCTBYRT HeKUi co34aTenb, HO He C TO4YKY 3peHUs TDaAVLUMOHHOMo
Bora c cenoit 6opodoi, a KTo-To, OT KOro L8 VHDopMaLyd, KoTopad
TpaHCopMMPoBaNach NOTOM B MaTepuarnbHbii Mvp — BUOMMBIA U
HeBAMMBIN.

3T0T nepexog OT arHOCTMUM3Ma K FHOCTUUM3MY, 3TO pesynbTaT



OT B3aMMOAEWCTBUS C NIMTepaTypoidi NO ecTeCTBEHHOW UcTopuu
W HaykKW, Wiu Takoe WU3MeHeHue CBS3aHO C APYrMMU SIMYHbIMU
cobbITUAMU?

Bbiv onpeaenéHHBIR cobbIT/sg B MOR »K13HY, HO 9, HaBepHoe, He Byady
rOBOPUTE O HUX. CYLLECTBYET OAMH YenoBexk B MOBM Kpyry, KOTopbliA
TaKOKe y4YeHbIA, My3bIKaHT 1 UNocod, U 9 04YeHb LieHd ero paboTy.
IHOrOa OH O3ET MHe COBEeThI, WM MOMOraeT MHe MoHYMaTb Mup. Tak, B
Haudane 20ro Bexka nostecca Myvppa S1oxBrLKaa nvcana:

B M0oeM He3HaHbV — Tak MHOM Bepbl
B pacuseT BeceHHVIX rpsayLvx aHe
Mo Haaexawl, Mov XUMepbl

TeM dpye CBEeTAT, YeM MPaK TeMHeN.

4 6bl ckasana, yto uctopus JloMoOHOCOBa He O4YeHb WU3BECTHa
B aHI/093blYHOW HayyHoOU Tpagvuuu. Ecnm ecTb oauH dakT,
KOTOPbIX, KaK BaM KaXeTcs, BaXHO 6bino 6bl 3HaTb B EBponbl —
yTo 6bI 3TO 6bINO?

TaKMX (aKToB MHOMA! | HayHeM © Taro, 4To OH Bbi MPeALLRCTBEeHHUKOM
J1aBya3be. OH He Tak TOYHO He BbIBWM KYCI0P0A Y BOOOPOM, KOTopbIe
NOTOM 00bLeAVHAOTCA B BOAY, HO OH Obl Ha MyTW K STOMY,

OH Bbin OOHVM 3 Tex, KTo OTpuvLal 9BreHne CDHOFI/ICTOH&], TeopVo
0 TOM, YTO HEe CONprKoCHOBEHVA C BO3LYXOM VI OBVDKEHUNA MOJIEKY/1
HalrpeBaeTCH BELLEeCTBO, d NOoTOMY HTO CYLLeCTBYET Tery10p0L — Kakoe—
TO BELLECTBO, KOTOpOoe HalfrpeBaeT.

OH Takke roBopwl, Y10 CyLeCTBYeT arMocdepa Ha  Bedepe.
JIOMOHOCOB yBMORN YTO ABVPKeHVIe BeHepbl Kak Bl pacribiBaeTcs BO
BpEeMA COMHRYHOMO 3aTMeHus B 1761 rogy — VI3 Yero caenasn BbiBog, YTo
MNaHeTa MOXeT VIMETb atMocgepy.

OH Tarkoke nucan MHOro 06 alicteprax. /IoMoHOCOB BbipoC Y benoro
MOP#, M2 MHOMO CHeroB W NedHVKoB, M TaM aiicheprii HasbiBavch
«NafyHol». Elle OH Npeackasan dsneHve AHTApKTVOb — CamMol
cyluv. MpoCTo Tak ropbl 06pa30BaThCA He MOMYT — 3HaYWT rOe-To
eCTb OrPOMHOP MPOCTPAHCTBG, Ha KOTOPOM MOMyT 06pa308aTsCy 31K
NefaHble ropb..

OH CuMTan, YTO AO/PKHa CYLIeCTBOBaTb 3eMa MOKPbITaa NbAoM.
HakoHew, oH Bkl TeMm, KTO MPULLEN K BbIBOAY, YTO Halla nnaHeta
OO/MKHA VIMETb KpVoCdepy, CBOEro poda XoNodHbli Mosac BOKpyr
Semnu. OH MpYILLEN K TaKoMy BbIBOAY, V3yHas CTRYKTYPY rpada.




Roman Antipov
Secrets of the Unwerse

Could you tell me why you
decided to borrow this book?
Did you enjoy reading it?

I checked this book out because I'm
interested in space and all topics
connected to space — planets and
rockets, and the way rockets have
been built constructed and devel-
oped. I really enjoyed the book.

Was there something you
especially liked in the book?
Could you maybe show me an
example?

I really liked the story of the Soviet
space programme. And this part,
for example, these are depictions of
the stations and spaceships of the
future.

So this is the idea of what the
future of space will look like?

No, sorry, this part isn’t about space
stations, but about how people
might live in space in the future,
people leaving Earth to live on
other planets.

Do you think that people will
live in space in the future?

Yeah, possibly. Especially if we
have catastrophes on Earth, like
apocalypses or whatever, and then
people will have to live in space.

Is that exciting, the idea of
living in space? Or would it be

sad to think of leaving Earth?

Yeah, I think it will be sad to say

goodbye to the planet because we
are used to living here, but it might
become a necessity.

Would you ever want to go to
space yourself someday?
Become a cosmonaut?

No, I'm not planning to become a
cosmonaut. I'm planning to become
someone who builds and engineers
planes and rockets.

So you’re more interested in
the technical and the engineer-
ing side when thinking about
space, rather than the adven-
ture side?

Yes, I’'m much more interested in
the technical and engineering side.

Where does your interest in
rockets come from?

I don’t know...

There are a lot of other re-
ally big technical engineering
things, like nuclear power
plants or the CERN experi-
ments in Switzerland. These
are also big technical en-
gineering projects here on
Earth, but these don’t interest
you as much as engineering
projects in space?

I have to think about that.

I think it’s that there are so many
interesting things in space — like
planets, stars, satellites, asteroids
and comets, so there’s a lot to
choose from.

I was talking earlier with
Diana about how not being
able to see something with
your own eyes can give phe-

nomena a kind of magical
quality. Do you feel similarly?

Well, I certainly want to see these
things with my own eyes as well.

Do you have a favourite
planet?

No. All planets are good.

Did you feel sad when Pluto
was demoted from planet
status?

I was just two years old then, so I
didn’t really think very much about
it. I feel a bit sorry about it, but not
so much.

Is there something that you
can remember from your life-
time which happened in space
which you found especially
fascinating?

A few years ago, I heard about how
people from Earth sent a special
mission to Pluto to get information
about Pluto and bring it back. I
think that’s very cool, because we
know very little about Pluto.

Commercially, there are a

lot of businessmen trying to
organise space tourism. Or,
there are these one-way trips
to set up a colony on Mars. Are
these things that interest you?

Yeah, I’'ve heard about it. I would
say they are interesting and also
very important.

In what way?

Well, it’s important because every-
body is speaking about apocalypses,
and Mars is one of the potential
other planets that mankind could



relocate to. For me personally,
it’s interesting, but maybe not for
everyone else.

When you look up at the stars,
do you feel like you want to
learn more about what’s up
there?

I have a telescope and sometimes
we use it at our flat here, sometimes
we bring it to our summer house. I
like looking through the telescope
into the sky.

There is a certain amount of
belief required because —

I haven’t been to space, you
haven’t been to space —
apparently these things are

out there, but how do you feel
about believing everything
about space even though you
can’t see or touch it for your-
self?

It’s probably the case that belief

is not enough. For someone who
really has a passion for the knowl-
edge about space, they should really
become cosmonauts. But I believe
in it because the scientists have said
it, and they’ve been studying these
issues for many years, and I have
many reasons to believe them. I also
admit that sometimes they might
have false information or informa-
tion which is not 100% accurate,
but I still believe them because they
are professionals.

PoMaH AHTUNOB
TalHe! BeerneHHod

Pacckaxute MHe, noyeMy Bbl Bbibpanu 3Ty KHUry? Bbl nonyuute
yAOBONbCTBUE OT NPOYTEHUA?

9 BLIOPAN 3Ty KHMMY, MOTOMY YTO MHE VIHTePeCeH KOCMOC U BCe TeMbl,
CBA3aHHbIR C KOCMOCOM — MNaHeTbl U PakeTbl, 1 Kak Bbi MoCTPoeHb
1 306peTeHbl PakeTbl. MHe 04eHb NoHPaBUNach KHUMa.

Bbino nu 4yto-To, Yto BaM o0co6eHHO NOHPaBUIOCH B KHUre?
MpuBeguTe npumMep.

MHe o4eHb MoHpaBWNacb UWCTOpUA COBETCKOW — KOCMUYeCKOW
nporpamMMbl. V1 Ta 4acTb, HaNpUMep, rae M300pavkeHsl CTaHLMK 1
KOCMUYECKMe Kopatnu ByayLLero.

Tak 3TO NnpeAcTaB/ieHUs 0 TOM, Kak 6yayliee NpocTpaHCTBoO 6yaeT
BbirNsaaeTb?

HeT, K COXaneHwa, 3Ta YalTb He O KOCMUHBCKMX CTaHLVISX, HO O TOM,
KaKk Oy MOryT »KWUTb B KOCMOCE B ByavilLeM, Kak OHVY NOKUOSHT
3emMAHg, UTOBLI KT Ha APYrY/X MNaHeTax.

Bbl gymaete, yto niogu ByayT XuTb B KocMoce B ByayLuem?

[3a, Bo3mMoyxHO. OcobeHHo ecivy Hac CyHaTed KaTacTpodsl Ha 3emre,
Kak ANoKaMncue Wiv YTo-To B STOM POAE, W TOrA2 /oAy ByayT >KuTb
B KOCMOCE.

BaMm HpaButcs uges xusHu B kocMoce? Unu BaM rpycTHo gyMartb,
YTO HY)XHO OCTaBNATb 3eM/?

[a, 9 oymMato, 310 ByAeT rpyCTHO — NPOLLATHESA C NMA3HeToW, MoToMy YTo
Mbl MPVBBLIKIV KT 30ECh, HO 3T0 MOXKET CTaTh HROBXOAVMOCTHO.

Bbl xoTenu 6bl nonetetb B KocMOC Korga-Hubyab? Cratb
KOCMOHaBTOM?

HeT, 94 He COGI/ID&%DC!: CTaTb KOCMOHABTOM. Y MN3HUPYIO CTaTh TeM, KTO
MNPOeKTVPYEeT M CTPOUT CaMOJ1eTbI M DAKETHI.

Tak Bac uHTepecyet 60/bLUe TeXHUYeckas U MHXeHepHas CTOPoHa,
Korga Aymaellb 0 KOCMOCE, YeM NPUKIIoYeHYecKas.

[a, 7 ropasno 60/ble 3a/HTePecoBaH B TeXHWMYPCKOW 1 UHKeHepHO
CTOPOHE.

OTKyAa B3S/1CS TAaKOW MHTEpeC K pakeTam?

% He 3Hato..



EcTb MHOro fApyrux [eWCTBUTeNbHO 60MbLUMX TeXHUYECKUX
VMHXXEHepHbIX Bellei, Takux KakK aTOMHble 3/IeKTPOCTaHLUU WK
aApoHHbIV Konnaigep B LLBeliuapun. 3To KpynHbie UHXEeHepHble
NPoeKTbl 3[ecb, Ha 3eM/ie, HO OHU He UHTepecyloT Bac HacTo/bKO,
KaK UHXeHepHble NpoeKTbl B KocMoce?

9 nogymato 06 3TOM. A AyMato, YT B KOCMOCe CYLLPCTBYIOT MaHeTh,
3Be30bl, CrYTHUKY, aCTepouabl Y KOMETbl, Tak YTO ecTb MHOM BeLlgl,
V13 KOTOPbIX MOYHO BblBpaTh.

Oo Bac 9 pasroBapuBana c [uaHOW 0O TOM, UTO KOrga Tbl He
BMAMLUb Beliu CBOUMMMW rfasamMu, Tbl NMpUNUCbIBaellb UM, CBOEero
poga, Marnyeckue kayectsa. HyBcTeyeTe /i Bbl TakK Xe?

KoHe4YHO, & TOXKe xo4y VBUMORTL 3TU BELW CBOMMMK COBCTBEHHBbIMM
Mas3amMut.

Y Bac ecTb flobuMas nnaHerta?
HeT, BCe nnaHeTbl XOpoLUW.
Te6q oropuwno, yto MAyTOH pewumnu crTatyca nNaaHeTbl?

MHe 66110 TONBEKO [Ba rofga, No3TomMy A Maso 3Hato 06 3TOM. 9 HEMHOMO
COXaJ1ers, HoO He Tak CUJTbHO.

EcTb u4TO-TO, YTO NPOM3OLWLIO0 B KOCMOCe 33 TBOW XWU3Hb, U
nokasasnochb Teée yBieKaTesibHbIM?

HeCKobKo N1eT Ha3ad ¢ CbILan 0 TOM, KaK SOV C 3eMv Hanpasum
crewvanbHbli oTpan K TayToHy, YTobsl Nony4Tb UHMOPMaumio o
MnyToHe. 9 QyMakg, YT0 3T0 O4eHb KPYTO, MOTOMY YTO Mbl O4YeHb Masno
3HaeM o [yToHe.

CywiecTByeT MHOro npeanpuHUMaTenield, KoTopble MAaHUupyioT
co3aaTb KOCMUYECKUW TypusM. Unu, HanpuMep, noesaky Ha Mapec,
yTo6bl CO3AaTb TaM KOMOHMWIO. BaM 3TO MHTEpecHo?

[a, a crelwan 06 31OM. 4 Bbl CKa3d/l, 410 OHV MHTEePeCHbl 1 O4eHb
Ba>KHbBI /19 MEH4A.

B kakoM cMmbicne?

Hy, 3TO BaykHO, MOTOMY YTO BCE STO roBOpWT 06 Anokanvnouce, v
Mapec 9BNSeTCs 0AHOM V3 MNaHeT, Ha KOTOpYH) YenoBeYyecTso MOro
Obl MepebpaThbes. JTMYHO 4N MeHst 3T0 UHTePeCHD, HO He ANs BCex
OCTa/bHbIX.

Korga Bbl cMoTpuTe Ha 3Be3abl, Bbl XoTUTe y3HaTb 60MbLUe Npo To,
YTO TaM NPOUCXOAUT?

Y MeHA ecTb Tesleckon , Vi MHOrda Mbl UCMNofb3yeM ero B HaLLen
KBapTrpe, a MHorda NnepeHocyiM ero B Halll NeTHWA 0oM. MHe HpaBUTCS
CMOTPETb Ha Hebo Hepes3 TeNecKaort.

TpebyeTcs HekoTopas Bepa, YTO 3TM Bewu cyllecTBylT. Begpb
9 He 6bUia B kocMoce, Bbl He 6binu. Ho kak Bbl Bepute B ux
CyLiecTBOBaHUe, eC/IM He MOXKeTe YBUAETb Wiu noTporatb?

BronHe BEepoATHE, YTO Bepbl He A0CTAaTOYHO. 18, KTO AeCTBUTENIbHO
VIMBET CTPACTb K 3HaHWAM O KOCMOCE, A0/DKHb! CTaTb KOCMOHaBTaMM.
Ho ¢ B 3TO BEPHD, NMOTOMY UTO YHYeHble Cka3arv 310. OHU vi3yYarv 3Tu
BOMPOCH! Ha NPOTSHKEHV MHOMVX fIeT, 'Y MEHA eCTb MHOM MpydlH
BEDVTb VM. W TarkoKe MPW3HaH, YT0 UHOrMOa OHY, BO3SMOXHO, O30T
HEe COBCEeM BEpPHYHO MHMOPMaLMID WM VHDOPMaUo, KoTopasa He
aBnseTca 100% TO4YHOW, HO 91 BCE DPaBHO VM Bepr, MOTOMY YTO OHYI
NpoMeccoHassl.




Alla Grigoryevna Rapkina
Race to the South Pole

Tell me about the subject of
your book.

This 1s a non-fiction book, which
was a bit too complicated for my
humanitarian brain — because I
used to work as a doctor —as I don’t
have that much experience with
scientific terms and knowledge.
There were some terms that I had
to look up elsewhere. This book tells
the story of explorers, geologists, ar-
chaeologists, glaciologists and their
experiences in the Antarctic. It cov-
ers a very short period of their lives,
how they encounter the Antarctic
and what they do there.

So, is it about a specific group
of Russian scientists who
make an expedition to the
Antarctic?

No, no. It doesn’t only tell the story
of Russian scientists — it tells about
all sorts of scientists who contrib-

uted to exploration of the Antarctic.

The Russian explorers Belling-
shausen and Lazarev were the ones
who discovered Antarctica in 1820,
but then the major explorations of
the Antarctic started in the early
twentieth century, and those were
big international groups.

Of course, Russian scientists con-
tributed, but not exclusively. The
book was very well written, but my
main criticism was that it didn’t
have a good, clear map. I think a
book like this really needs the high-
quality, detailed maps, especially
taking into consideration that I am
81 years old and no longer have the
best vision.

Have you read this book?

No, unfortunately, because I
don’t read Russian. So you are
my reader!

Well, that makes it easier for me!

Can I ask what about this book
interested you such that you
borrowed it from the library?
Is exploration an interest of
yours?

I actually didn’t have much interest
in the topic before. All in all, I've
had little interest in travelling, which
1s something I'm trying to catch up
on late in life. This book was actu-
ally suggested to me by a librarian
here. She thought that I might find
it interesting.

I understand that the book is
about Antarctic exploration,
but I still don’t think I have a
good grasp as to the specific
story.

The story of this book begins in the
carly twentieth century, in 1901. It
tells us about Robert Scott and his
expedition to the Antarctic. He was
an amazing person. He was a ma-
rine officer; and a very good organ-
iser of events and expeditions. So, in
the early 20th century, there was a
big gathering of European Geo-
graphical Society and they decided
that there was still one unexplored
‘white spot’ on Earth and that was
the Antarctic. And so England
decided to organise a trip and gath-
ered money for an expedition.

During Scott’s first expedition, they

didn’t actually reach the South Pole,
but they carried out many studies of
icebergs, ice shelves, and they took

samples of ice, water, earth. They
explored the mountains. They came
as close as possible to the magnetic
pole, and realised that it fluctuates
all of the time because there was no
single spot in the Antarctic which
pointed continuously to zero.

So they studied a lot, they brought
back a large amount of useful
scientific research material. But
they didn’t reach the Pole due to a
number of factors, mainly that they
didn’t have proper clothing, equip-
ment, or transportation. The British
were not used to living and work-
ing in such harsh conditions. For
example, they couldn’t ski properly,
they couldn’t set up a tent properly.
Why am I telling you this? Because
the next expedition was led by
Amundsen from Norway, and the
Norwegians were much more used
to dealing with these sorts of issues.

Scott’s trip back home was quite
difficult because they didn’t have
enough food, but luckily no one
died. But, it was very hard with

the cold wind blowing into their
backs. They didn’t have any proper
transport. Literally, they had to drag
the sledges themselves because they
weren'’t skilled with animals. The
second trip was organised by Shack-
leton, who was originally a member
of the first expedition organised by
Scott. He fell ill on that first expedi-
tion and was sent back to England.
While recovering, he thought that
perhaps he could organise his own
expedition...

Okay, I now understand, be-
cause these are famous expe-
ditions...

But there are so many things I still
want to tell you about Shackleton



and Amundsen!

Of course, but I would like

to ask you if there was some-
thing which struck you as
especially incredible in the
recounting of the expeditions?

I can’t speak a little. I have to speak
a lot!

I would say the part of the book
which made the deepest impact

on me was that of Robert Scott’s
second voyage, his expedition
where the entire team of five died.
After reading this book, I have the
deepest respect for him as well as a
great deal of sympathy for him as a
character.

My second strongest impression
was about the Amundsen trip.
While you may call Scott more of
an idealist, Amundsen was a very
practical man, a very northern sort
of man. He was extremely well pre-
pared. He organized his expedition
very well on a practical, material
basis. Everyone survived, everyone
was fed, people never went hungry,
they didn’t get ill. They had enough
animals to carry the equipment...

You mentioned that you don’t
typically read books like this

one. What kind of books do
you normally read?

I really enjoy books about history,
but not so-called dry books of his-
torical facts. I prefer historical nov-
els, novels set in historical times. For
example, I read quite a few books
about the French Revolution by a
particular French author, but I can’t
pronounce his name properly. I like
to get a picture of events, to get a
feeling about what it was like back

then. T also like a mixture of detec-
tive stories and romance books, but
not pure detective or pure romance
books. I enjoy authors like Irwin
Shaw and Lion Feuchtwanger, Brit-
ish sagas, for example.

Do you think that it is impor-
tant for historical events to
be passed down and explored
through books?

Certainly. Especially these Antarctic
expeditions, which are just amazing
stories. We all know the names of
Scott, Amundsen and Shackleton,
but we actually know very little
about them. Books like this give us
more details about their lives and
open up new horizons.

Anna NpuropbeBHa PankuHa
[ OHKO 30 nosc

PacckaxuTte MHe HeMHoro 6osblue o cBoew kHure? lMpo uTo oHa?

370 HeXyOOXKeCTBeHHAA KHAMg, KOTOPas Oblna HeMHOMo CNOyHOM A1
MOBro MyMaHWUTapHOro M0O3ra, Y MeHA He Tak MHOM OMbiTa paboTsl ©
HaYYHBIMW TepMUHaMU U (IOPMYNYPOBKaMU. B KHUMe 9 oBHapy»K1na
DAL TePMUHOB, OrNpedeneHyie KOToPbIX MHe Haa0 Bbiio VICKaTh B Apyrix
MeCTax. 3Ta KHVIra PacCkasbiBaeT VICTOpUM 1CCedoBsaTenel, reanoros,
apXennoros, MAUVONoros Mo 0CBORHMIO AHTapKTVIKW. OHa 0xBaTbiBaeT
04eHb KOPOTKWUY Neprom, UX SKA3HW: CaMO MyTeLUeCTBMe B AHTAPKTUKY
WV VX [eATeNbHOCTD TaM.

Tak 3Ta KHUra 0 KOHKPeTHOW rpynne poccUicKUX yueHblX, KoTopblie
COBEpLUUIY 3KCNeauumio B AHTapKTUKY?

HeT-HeT. OHa He TOMbKO PACCK33bIBaeT UCTOPWM POCCUCKMX YUEHBIX,
OHa COOOLI@eT HaM O PasHbiX YYBHbIX, KOTOpbIe BHEC/W BKN3L B
Vi3ydeHVie AHTApKTVKM. PycCkyie mMyTeleCTBeHHWKW  BenmHeray3eH
1 J1a33apes Buiv NepBbiMY, KTO OTKPbIT AHTapkTvay B 1820 rody, Ho
rnobanbHbIR CCNRA0BaHUS AHTAPKTVIK Ha4aich B Hadane XX Bexa,
V1 9T0 Bbl IV KPYMNHbIR MEXAYHAPOAHbIR Fpyrbl.

KOHEeYHO, poccUiickme yYeHble BHeC M CBOW BKNad, HO OHW He Bblim
EAVHCTBEHHbIMY. KHMME 04eHb XOpOoLWWO Hamvcada, HO  [1aBHbI
HEOOCTaToOK A9 MeHdA — 310 NAOXMEe KapTbl. [0 MeHs B TakoW KHure
HEOBXOOVIMbl KaHeCTBeHHbIR, MoAPOOHbIR KapThl, Tak Kak MHe 81 rof, v
9 MIOX0 BYKY. Bbl YATaNM 3Ty KHAMY?

Het, k coxaneHuio, 9 He yuTal No-pyccku. Tak 4To Bbl - Moii
yuTtaTenb!

Hy 3310 370 f1erye gia mMeHsl

Uto Bac 3auHTepecoBano B 3TOW KHUre, uto Bbl B3anu eé us
6ubnuoTekn? OTHoCUTCS W 3Ta Tema K BaliuMm uHtepecam?

Ha camMom gene s He 0cobo VHTepecyoch SToW Temol. B LenoMm, 4
Mano VHTepecoBaach MyTeLLeCTBMAMM 33 BCH XKV3Hb. 3Ty KHUMY MHe
npefnokuna bubnvoTtexkaps. OHa NogyMana, dTo 3T0 MOXET ObiTb MHe
VIHTEPECHD.

9 NOHMMAIO, UTO KHMra 06 OCBOEHUM AHTApKTUKM, HO 9 He Tak
MHOro 06 3TOM 3Hal0 — paccKaXxuTe nogpo6Hee Npo KHUry?

VICTOpUS B 3TOW KHUMA HauMHaeTes B Hadane XX Bexa, B 1901 roay.
OHa pacckasbiBaeT Ham npo Pobepra CkoTTa UM erc skeneguuum
B AHTApKTIVKY. OH Bbll  yOVBUTEbHBIM  YenoBexkoM. CKOTT  Bbln
MOPCKVM OMVILEDROM, O4eHb XOPOLUVIM OpraHv3aTopoM MeporpUaTi
W skeneguumid. Tak, B Hadane 20-10 Beka BO BpemMst cobpaHvd



EBpOMelickoro reorpat4eckoro 06LLecTsa B0 MpYsHaHD, YTo Ha
3emrie cyLLIeCTBYeT 0OHO HeusBedaHHoe ‘6enoe NaTHo'— 1 310 Bbina
AHTAPKTVKA. [103TOMY B AHMTIM PRV OpraHv30BaTh MOe3aky U
CoBpany OeHbM Ha SKCNeayILV.

Bo BpemMda Nepsoii Skcneaviuyv CKoTT He AocTur HxHOro nonoca, Ho
KOMaHaa MpoBea MHOXKECTBO UCCNedoBaHui arictepros, LensMoBbIX
NeaHVKOB, B391a Npobbl Nb0a, BoObl, 3emMv. OHY TaKKe Uocnenosanm
ropbl. 3KCNeauUMa NodoLLna A0BObHO BAVBKO K MarHUTHOMY Noocy
1 0BHAPYXKWUNG, YTO OH BCE BPEeMSA MeHAeT MeCTO CBOero MONoKeHNA.
OHM O0BOMBbHO MHOMO  Y3HaW, MpviBesn B0MblUoe  KONMHecTso
NOMe3HOro  HayYHO-UCCNeAoBaTeNbCKoro MaTeprana. Ho OHWM He
OOCTUMY CaMoro Nostoca 13-3a pafa (hakTopos, MaBHLIM 06pasoMm
V3-33 TOro, YTO OHV HEe UMenV NoOxXoadaLLel 0Oexxdsl, 0bopyaoBsaHig
VAW TPaHCNOPTa. AHMIMYaHE He MpYBBIKIM XXWTb M paboTaTb B TaKMX
YECTKUX YCNoBUAX. Hanpumep, v HUX He Bbl10 HOPMasbHbIX bk,
OHV HEe MOV MPaBWIbHO YCTaHOBWTL Nanarky. Modemy s Bam 310
PACCKa3bIBa? [10TOMY YTO  Credyiollyio SKCNeavumio Bo3riasun
AMyHOCEH U3 HOpBeriW, a HoOpBeXKUbl Mopa3ao NpVBLIKIV VIMETL Aeno
C TaKoro pofa BOMpOCaMu.

Bo3spalleHre CKoTTa A0MOM Buino A0BOMBHO TRYAHLIM, NOTOMY HTO
Y HX He Bblino JOCTaToYHO edbl HO, K CHACTLHo, HUKTO He norvb. Ho
BbU10 04eHb TEKENO C XONo4HbIM BETPOM, KOTOPLIA YN VM B CrIVHY.
Y HX He Bblno Nooxoddllero TpaHcnopTa. VM mpywnioch camuM
HECTU HapThl, MOTOMY YTO Y HYX HE B0 HYKHBIX K/BOTHBIMA. BTOpad
noesgxa Boina opraHy3osaHa LLexnToHoM, KoTopbli NepBoHaYaibHo
Bbln YieHoM nepsolt sxkcreouumy CkotTa. OH 3360/1en BO Bpemd
Nepsor skcneavUvv, 1 Bl OTNpasieH o6paTHo B AHMIVIG. A Npyad

B CEGQ, OH MoOyMar, 4TG0, BO3MOXXHO, OH CMOXET 0OprdH/30BdTb CBOHO
CDGCTB@HH\/FO SKCNea unio...

JlagHo, Tenepb S NOHUMAIO, O Y8M KHUra, MOTOMY YTO 3TO OYeHb
3HaMeHUTbIe 3KCMeguUUMn...

Ho ecTb Tak MHOro BeLLer, 9 xo4y pacckasatb Bam o LexnroHe v
AmMyHOceHel

KoHeyHo, 9 NOHWMaIo, HO 9 XoTena 6bl BMECTO 3TOro MonpocuTb
Bac, paccka3saTb 0 CBOUX MbIC/SIX U YyBCTBax Mo MOBOAY KHWUMK,
a He eé copepxaHue. ECTb /M 4TO-To, UTO Nopa3uno Bac B 3Tux
HEBEepOSITHbIX ONUCAHHbIX 3KCMNegULUsX?

Y He Mory roBOpUTL Marno. A xouy pacckasaTh Bel

A X04y PACCKa3aTb MPO TY YaCTb KHWMW, KOTOPas Npov3Bena Ha MeHd
rnyBokoe BredYateHve. 310 BTOpasd skcnedvuns Poteprta CkoTTa,
SKCNeaLUMS, rae Bea KoMaHda norvbna. Mpountas STy KHANY, 9 1Meto
rnyboYaiilee yBaxeH e K HM, a Takke C BonblUol cuMnaTven
OTHOLLYCh K 3TOMY MEepCoHaxy.

BTopoe Moe cuibHOe BriedatsieHvie — 310 NyTelecTsrie AMyHOCeHa.
CkoTT 6611 60MbLUe VO3 CTOM, AMYHOCEH e Bl 04eHb NPaKTN4YHLIM
HeI0BeKOM, CeBepHLIM HYenoBexkom. OH BbIN 04eHb XOpoLo nodrorosrieH.
OH MaTepuasibHO XOpOoLLUO 0pRraHy308as1 CBOK SKCMeavLNIC.

Bce Bk, BCe BbIM CbITbl, JIOOV H/KOr a He rosicdanv, He Bonenw.
Y Hix BbINo [OOCTdTOYHHO >KNBOTHDBIX, YTOBbI HeCTM OﬁDDyﬂ,OBaHI/IE?M

Bbl YNOMSIHY/Y, YTO 06bIYHO He YuTaeTe KHUrv Hanogo6ue 3Tol. A
Kakue KHUrv Bbl 06bI4HO yuTaeTe?

A 04yeHb MBI KHYMA MO VICTOPWM, HO HE CyXUEe KHM, COCTOALLME
V13 VICTOPWHBCKUX (DaKTOoB. A Mpeanoy/Tald MCTORWYECKYe DOMaHb,
DOMaHbI, HAMVICaHHBIE B UCTOPUHECKME 3MoXM. HanpuMep, 4 npo4YiTana
OOBOSIBHO MHOMO KHUM O (DPaHLY3CKOM peBoitiou/y, B HaCTHOCTY,
OOHOMo (MPaHLLY3CKOro asTopa, Ho 9 He Moy NPOVISHeCTV MPaBusibHO
ero UMA. MHe HpaBWTCH, KOrda MOXElb MPeAcTaB/Tb  KapTuHy
COBBITUI, YTOBLI HyBCTBOBATL TO, YTO BbIMI0 TOrAa. Takke MHEe HPaBUTCS
CMeCh ABTeKTVBHLIX MCTOPVA W MOB0BHLIX POMaHOB, HO HE 4YMCTO
JABTeKTVIB 1V poMaH. MHe HpasuTest VpeuwH LUy v [voH MelixTeaHrep,
BpUTAHCKVIE Cary, HanpyiMep.

Bbl gyMaeTte, YTO BaXXHO u3y4yaTb MUCTOpUYeckue cobbiTUS Mo
KHUram?

KoHeuHo. OcobeHHo 3Tv dHTapKTVHecKe E]KCITQJ],I/ILLI/IVI/ KOTOPbIe MpoCcTo
VOVBUTENbHBIE VICTORUM. MBI BCE 3HaeM vMeHa CkoTTa, ek toHa 1
AMYHCEH3, HO Ha CcamMoM e/ Mbl 04eHb Maro 3HaeM 0 HUxX. Takvie
KHAM O30T HaM 60MbLUe VHhopMaLUy 00 VIX YKV3HM U OTKPbIBaOT
HOBbIE TOPVIZ0OHTHL



Yulia Mozgovaya

Searches and Discoveries

I understand that you are one
of the librarians who work in

this library?

Yes, I have been working at this

library for three months, and I'm
very happy to be working here. I
originally studied Russian philol-

0gy...

Always with the aim of work-
ing in a library?

I have actually wanted to work in

a library since I was a child, but I
wasn’t able to until recently. Prior
to working here, I was a teacher of
Russian language and literature in a
secondary school.

I was intrigued by the cover of
this book, so I’m pleased that

someone selected it.

Actually, this is not a book, but a
collection of articles by a num-
ber of scientists on quantum light
theory.

That’s serious science!

Yes, especially for me with my hu-
manitarian background.

But one of the names which attract-
ed me to this book was Thomas
Young. I previously knew his work
as a philologist, and as an Egyptolo-
gist and specialist on Egypt — he
deciphered a number of Egyptian
hieroglyphs. Now I've rediscovered
him as a specialist in optics.

So, it was Young’s name on the

cover that made you want to
pick up the book?

Yes, it was his name which at-
tracted me. I wanted to learn more
about him as a natural scientist, as
someone who specialised in physics.
The book also looked small, it’s not
a thick book, so I thought I could
manage that!

And did you read the other
essays, or only the one on
Young?

So far, I have only read the chapter
on Young. I might read further arti-
cles later on, as there are also texts
on Einstein, Maxwell, Plank, and
Lebedev, but I’'m not sure.

That’s amusing, because my
next question would have been
about whether you might read
more scientifically-oriented
texts. But perhaps not if they
don’t also feature Young?

I am interested. I'm also generally
interested in quantum theory, so
perhaps I will read other books like
this.

Could you summarise the text
for me, specifically in terms
of what interested you?

I very much enjoyed the chapter on
Young because it was more about
his life, about how he came into
science, what exactly he did, what
he wrote about, how he studied
and explored, and how he was not
really accepted by his contemporar-
ies. He often seemed to fail socially
and academically, and was only
really recognised after his death. Yet
nowadays, the results of his studies
and his research projects are still
widely used. That is truly amazing

because, in state-of-the art modern
physics we are still using some of
the results from research done in
the eighteenth century.

Could you describe a little bit
more about his research?

He studied optics. He came to
optics from his medical experience,
because he had previously been a
doctor. He was studying the struc-
ture of the eye, in particular the
lens and how it moves, and also how
we can treat certain eye diseases.
But his main interest was in study-
ing light and colour. He proved that
the corpuscular theory of light was
incorrect and that the wave theory
was a more accurate description of

light.

And this research precedied
his interest in Egypt?

Yes, he went into Egyptology
shortly before his death.

It makes you feel a bit dizzy
about such extensive, wide-
ranging accomplishments!

He was also a skilled gymnast who
performed in a circus.

And all this is described in this
short essay?

Yes, he was a very multi-faceted
person.

When I was choosing the
books for this project, looking
through the borrowing slips it
seems that a number of them
hadn’t been borrowed for
years. It’s somewhat unfair

to ask you since you have only
been working in the library a



short time, but are these types
of books unpopular with bor-
rowers?

It varies, frankly. I can say that

in the reading room people tend

to select more non-fiction books,
popular science, or books where
you can learn something. Whereas,
when people borrow a book to take
home, it’s more likely to be a novel
or a romance book.

There’s also an interesting dy-
namic between someone with
a specialist background in
education related to philology
and a library which is more a
community rather than aca-
demic library. Is this some-
thing you think about, for
example, how to balance the
needs of your own interests
with those of the community?

There is a certain type of reader
who comes here, and they are
people who live nearby and who ac-
tually know the library much better
than I do. Many of them are from
the so-called technical intelligentsia,
people who used to work in scien-
tific circles and the nearby research
institutes, and they know everything
we have in the library far better
than I do. Quite often, they come
here to ask for specific books with
which they are already familiar. Ad-
ditionally, we also have quite a lot
of books about this neighbourhood
and the history of the neighbour-
hood. It’s not really possible to keep
the balance, I would say...

It’s interesting to hear you
say that, as some months ago
we walked around the neigh-
bourhood — I was especially
interested in the history of
the area’s technical institutes,

but our guide was not very
knowledgeable. But you would
say that there is still a strong
legacy between the area’s
cultural and historical context
and the users of the library?

Yes, very much so. There are very
strong ties between the people who
live around here and who care
what is happening in the local area.
They really want to take care of the
neighbourhood, which of course
includes the library.

HOnna Mo3roeas
[Toucku U OmKpeImust

9 Tak NnoHMMalo, Bbl aBNsieTecb 0gHUM U3 6UbGIMOTEKapen, KoTopbie
paboTaloT B 3TO 6ubnuoTeke?

[a, 4 paboTato B 310 BMBMOTeKe B TeYeHVIe TPeX MeCALIeB, 1 9 04eHb
paf paboTaTh 3020k, VI3HaAYansHo 9 Vi3ydan pyccKyio hUnonorvig..

Bbl Bcerga xotenv pa6otaTb B 6ubnuoreke?

9 xaTena paboTaTth B BUBMoTeKe, Koraa 6bina eLLg pefeHKkoM, Ho A He
MOrna [0 HedaBHero BpemeHn. [Jo paboTel 30ech 9 Bbina yqutenem
DYCCKOrQ A3bIKa VI NTepaTypbl B 06LLEe06pa308aTe1bHOM LKONe.

MeHs 0cO6eHHO 3auUHTPUroBana 06/10%Ka 3TOW KHWUMY, NO3TOMY S
0YeHb Paja, YTo KTO-TO eé Bbi6pas.

Ha camoM [ene, 370 He KHWra, a COOPHVK CTaTel pana yYeHbix o
KBaHTOBOW TROpWM CBeTa.

3710 cepbe3Has Haykal

[a, 0coBeHHD 419 MeHSA C MyMaHTapHBIM B3KrpayHaoM. Ho 1iMa TomMaca
HOHra MPYIBNEKI0 MeHa K 3TOW KHUre. 9 Bbiia 3HaKoMa C HM Mo ero
paboTam B KayecTse MWIoMora, a Takke ervntonora U crneuvanicTa
no ErvinTy — OH paclumpoBan pag ervineTckyx Mepornvdos. Terneps
9 33HOBO 419 CeB6SA ero oTKPbiNa B Ka4ecTse CreumanicTa no OnTYKe.

To ecTb 310 UMA lOHra Ha o6noXxke 3acTaBuno Bac Bbi6paTb 3TY
KHUry?

[13, 3T0 ero vMa MPYIBMIeKI0 MeHd. @ xoTen 60MbLUe Y3HaTb 0 HEM Kak
PCTRCTBOUCTILITATE b, KOTOPLI CNeL/an/3upyeTea B 061acTy GVsUKIL
KHMra BbIMSAUT ManeHbKoy, OHa He TONCTad, NoSToMy A NoayMas, 4To
CrpaBNtiCh C Hell

A Bbl unTtanu gpyrve scce uav Tonbko HOHra?

Moka 9 NpoYMTana Tobko M1aBy Npo HHra. MoxeT BbiTh, No3ke 4
NpOYATaD Opyrve CTaTbM Mpo  3VHLWTeHa, Makesenng, [naHka v
[lebenesa, Ho MoKa He 3Hato.

3710 3a6aBHO, NOTOMY YTO MOW criegyiowmii Bonpoc 6bin 6bl 0 TOM,
yuTaeTte nM Bbl Agpyrme Hay4yHO-OpUEHTUpOBaHHble TekcTbl. Ho,
NnoXasiy, HeT, ecny oHU He npo HHra?

MHe UHTepecHO 3T0. Y MHTepecyiCh KBAHTOBOW Teopwel, Tak 4Tg,
BO3MOXKHO, 9 MPOHMTa0 APYre KHAM, NoA0GHbIR STOM.

He ™MornM 6bl Bbl pe3loMMpoOBaTb TeKCT, OCOB6EHHO TO, u4TO



7 o
[ e

IR
Fls

|\

| e

| P
|

3auHTepecoBano Bac?

MHe o4eHb NoHPaBVIoCk Masa Npo HOHMa, MoToMy YTo Tam Bo/bLLUe O
ero >XM3HW, 0 TOM, KaK OH NPULLEN B HaYKY, YTO VIMEHHO OH CAeNars, Yo OH
M1Can 0 CBOWX VICCNRO0BaHVIAX, 1 KaK ero He NPUHANM COBREMBHHVIKU.
OH 4acTo Tepresn Heyoauy B XKU3HU Vi HayKe, U Nosy4vn Mpr3HaHme
TOMBKO MOCMe CMepTW. TeM He MeHee, B HaCTOsLLER BPeMy BCe eLLP
LLIMPOKO UCNONb3YHITCA pe3ysTaThl ero CCAea0BaHvii 1 ero Hay4YHo—
VICCNeA0BaTeIbCKYX  MPORKTOB. 3T0 AeMCTBUTENBHO  YAUBUTETBHO,
NoTOMY 4TO B COBPEMEHHOM (V3VKe Mbl BCE eLf WChNob3yem
HEKOTOPLIR Pe3y/ibTaThl ccnenoBaHvi, npoeeneHHsix 8 XVIII Bexe.

He ™Mornu 6bl Bbl paccka3aTb HeMHOro 6osblle 0 ero
ucenenoBaHUNaxX?

OH v3y4an onTvky. OH MPYLWEN B OMTUKY M3-33 ero MedyiLyHCKOro
0MbIT3, NOTOMY YTO PaHblLLe Obl Bpa4oM. OH U3yHan CTpYKTYPY 1333,
B HACTHOCTV XPYCTaNMKa, Kak OH ABVKETCS, @ TakoKe KaK MOXKHO J1e4iTh
onpeaeneHHbe 3ab01eBaHys Mas. Ho ero mMaBHbi UHTeper Obil B
V3y4eHM cBeTa W useTa. OH [0Kasas, YTo KOprycKyndpHas Teopus
CBEeTa HeBepHa, M YTO BOMHOBaA Teopus B0/1ee ToHHO ONCHIBaeT CBer.

W 310 UcenepoBaHue npuseno ero B Eruner?
[1a, oH CTan ervinTo/0roM He3anoaro 40 ero CMepTu.

OT Takux 06LUMPHDBIX U LUMPOKOMACLUTABHbIX AOCTUXEHUIA HEMHOIO
KPY>XXUTCS ronosal

OH Takke BblT VICKYCHBbIM M'VIMHACTOM, BBICTYMAS B LU/PKEe.
M Bcé 3TO OonNMcaHo B 3TOM KOPOTKOM 3cce?
[13, oH 661 04YeHb MHOIOIrpaHHBIM HeS10BEKOM.

Korga 9 oTéupana KHUrM gas 3Toro NpoekTa, § npocMaTpuBana
JIMCTKU 3aKa30B, U 06HAPYXWNa, YTO HEeKoTopble U3 3TUX KHUI
He 3akasbiBaM MHOMo feT. 3TM KHUMM HenonynsipHbie cpeau
yutaTenei? HaBepHoe, HEKOPPEKTHO crnpawuBaTb 06 3TOM Bac,
TaK Kak Bbl He Tak flaBHO paboTaete B 6ubnuoTeke.

['No-pas3HoMy, ecim 4eCTHo. Mary CkasaTb, UTO B Y/TabHOM 3a/1e Noan
CKJ10HHDBI BbIEI/IDaTb HaYHHO-TIOMNYJ1IA0HLIE KHATW VI KHTW, TAE MOy T
V3HdTb YTO—TO HOBOE. ,ELE]ME]VI Ke Hdalle BCcero JOnm GBDyT 10BeCTn
VI BOMaHbl.

Tak)Xe cyLLecTByeT MHTepecHas AMHaMUKa Mexay cneuuanucToM
c o6pasoBaHueM ¢wnonora v 6uBANOTEKoN, KoTopas 6onee
o6LUecTBEHHas, a He Hay4yHaq. Kak, no BaweMmy MHeHui,
cbanaHcupoBaTb CO6CTBEHHbIE WHTEpecbl C  UHTepecamu
o6uecTBa?

EcTb OnpedeneHHbiA Tvn yiTaTeneld, NpuUxoaaLyx croga. 310 ooy,
KOTOPbIR >KV/BYT PAACM, Y OHW 3HAKOT B1BMOTeKY ropasao NyHLle, Yem
4. MHOMVIe VI3 HUX — 3T0 TaK Ha3biBaeMast TeXHHeCKaA UHTe MR HLS,
MO0V, KOTOpble 0BUTaI0T B Hay4dHbIX Kpyrax U paboTaioT B HaydHo-
CCNea0BaTeNbCKUX UHCTUTYTaxX. [JOBONbHO Y3CTO OHW NPUXOOAT Coaa,
4TOBBI B3ATb KOHKDETHbIR KHM, C KOTOPBIMU OHY \PKe 3HaKOMbl. Kpome
TOro, Y HAC J0BOSbHO MHOMO KHWUM 0 parioHe v MeTopuy palioHa. 9 Bbl
CKa3a/], YTo HeBO3MOYKHO COXPaHWThb 3TOT BanaHe..

370 oyeHb MHTepecHo! Heckonbko MecsileB Ha3ag Mbl FyNsu
No OKPeCTHOCTSIM, U MeHs OCO6eHHO 3auMHTepecoBana UCTOpUS
TeXHUYEeCKUX UHCTUTYTOB PaiioHa, HO Hall rug 6bi1 He CAULLKOM
XOpowWo ocBegoMnéH. Ho Bbl roBopute, uYTo MO-NpeXHeMy
CYLLeCTBYeT CU/bHas CBA3b MeXAy KYyNbLTYPHbIM U UCTOPUYECKUM
KOHTEKCTOM paiioHa W Nnonb30BaTeNnsaMu 6U6IMoTeKn?

[3a, oavke o4erb. CYLLLCTBYET 04eHb CUMbHadA CBA3b Mexdy SioabMy,
KOTOPbIE >KMBYT 30EChb M KOTOPbIM HEeBe3pa3nvyHo, YTO NMpovCXoauT
B OKPeCTHOCTAX. OHW ORVCTBMTENBHO XOTAT 3aB0TUTbCHA O pavioHe,
KOTOPbIV, KOHRHHO, BKIOYaEeT B Cets B1BIMaTeKu.



Vladislav Sobolev
Napoleon’s Buttons: 17 Molecules that Changed History

Could you tell why you se-
lected this book and what it is
about?

This is a popular science book
about chemistry, looking at the
ways in which specific chemi-

cal compositions have influenced
historical events or processes. I
borrowed it because I'm generally
quite interested in chemistry. I'm a
biologist myself, but I don’t know
that much about chemistry and I
thought it might help to fill in some
gap in my knowledge.

Could you give an example
from the book of how the re-
lationship between chemistry
and history is explored?

The first example given in the book

comes from the Napoleonic War, in
the early nineteenth century. When
Napoleon came to Russia, most of
the clothing worn by his soldiers
had buttons made of a special mate-
rial, pewter, which is a tin allow.
This material could not handle the
frost and when it became too cold,
the buttons started to crumble. So,
perhaps one of the reasons why
Napoleon lost the war in Russia is
because his soldiers did not have
clothing which could protect them
adequately.

You mentioned that you work
as a biologist. I’'m curious as
to your area of research.

I work at the Scientific Research
Institute which specialises in Bio-
medicine. I myself study immuno-

histochemistry through histolofic
methods of research, that is re-
search in tissues.

More specifically?

At the moment we are research-
ing processes of identification of
receptors in the human brain. We
study the way various chemical and
pharmacological substances influ-
ence these receptors. IFor example,
what sort of signals does the brain
produce as a reaction towards anal-
gesics like morphine.

It’s very interesting to me
that you said your interest in
this book stemmed from your
desire to learn more about
chemistry, which is not your
field of research. The trajec-
tory in scientific research
tends more and more towards
extreme specialisation and I
would be curious to hear your
thoughts on the topic.

There’s this joke among scientists
that a specialist is similar to gum
boil. In order to avoid swelling on
one side, you have to expand your
knowledge and read more, not
only about your particular area of
research, but also about other sub-
jects which might not closely relate
to your own work. I think this was
the kind of approach we had dur-
ing Soviet times, when science was
developing, but we are only now
coming back around to the idea
that researchers should be encour-
aged to read outside their own field
of research. That’s why I borrowed
this book and that’s also why I'm
very happy I read it.

I also regularly read scientific news
from scientific magazines and popu-
lar science magazines. For example,

I read a Russian scientific magazine
called Science and Life which is very

informative.

It’s perhaps unfair to ask you
to speak on behalf of scien-
tists, but I’m also interested
in your personal thoughts as
to the value and importance of
popular science books.

I find it very important that we
have popular science books, but
also that we have an abundance of
scientific communication in general.
For example, let’s take a look at
someone like me, who is a special-
ist in their own area, but who reads
popular science books from other
fields to expand their horizons of
expertise and knowledge.

Through reading books on other
disciplines in which I am not a
specialist, I am looking for other
connections which I might not have
previously known. I also get ideas
for how to proceed in my own re-
search through reading about other
sciences and other disciplines. So in
a way, popular science literature is
food for thought for me.

If we had less popular science,

I would argue that the number

of scientists would also decrease.
Whenever there is an interesting
conversation about certain pro-
cesses happening at the cutting edge
of science, very often these conver-
sations take place on the level of
popular science, because you have
to speak to and communicate with
all of society.

Would you say, then, that that
scientists have a responsibility
to disseminate ideas and sci-
entific research to the public
through these kinds of books



and magazines and newspa-
pers?

We as professional scientists are
already doing this, but we mostly
communicate in professional media
— scientific media, such as journals
and other peer-driven publications.

But then there are also more
general media which are directed
towards the public. I would say that
these help younger people to make
choices about their futures and
interest them in science. I'm often
asked to deliver lectures to young
students, first grade students, to give
them a general overview about de-
velopments in my area of expertise.
It may be the case that after such

a lecture, some of them become
interested and eventually pursue a
career in research.

My first interview today was
with a young girl who had
read a book about the won-
ders of the natural world. She
made a charming connection
between magic and wizards
and the wonders of the natural
world. The heart of this idea
is the amazing capacity of the
natural world to inspire awe,
and I wonder how many of
these feelings stay with you
as you develop a career as a
research scientist.

Well, even if we conduct very deep
and profound research in a specific
area for many years, we remain
unlikely to get to the heart of the
matter, the basics. We still can’t
comprehend it all, we still can’t per-
ceive everything. The more we per-
ceive, the more we study, the more
we realise how much more there is
left to study and to understand. In
a way, we cannot even know where

the end point exists and that itself is
a kind of wonder. That’s one of the
wonders of science. The more we
study, the more unsolved questions
We uncover.

On the other hand, there are also
many stories in science... For ex-
ample, Mendeleev, who developed
the periodic table, there’s a famous
anecdote that he saw the table in
his dream. But he clearly did not
see the periodic table in his dream
out of nothing. He completed years
of work prior, and then perhaps he
really did envision it in a dream. So,
in a sense, magic is something that
follows years of persistent labour.
You do a vast amount of work and
then something magical happens
and you move on to the next stage,
but you must have labour for that
to be possible.

There is also luck and coincidence
and random occurrences, of course.
For example, in the book, there is

a story of the history of dyes and
the way that they finally discovered
how to get dyes to work was some-
thing that happened by chance. So
that’s also a kind of magic.

Bnagucnas CoboneB

[lyeosuysl HonoreoHa
17 MOriexys1, KOmopkle U3MEeHLIU MUD

He Mornu 6bl Bbl cka3aTb, noyeMy Bbli6panu UMEHHO 3Ty KHUIY U
0 YeM OHa?

3T0 HaYYHO-NOMYNAPHAS KHMME O XVIMUY, KOTOPas PACCKa36IBAeT O TOM,
KaK pasHble XVM1HECK/Ie CoCTaBbl B/VAM Ha VCTOpYYecKme Cobbms
I MpoUeCCh. A Buibpan 3Ty Temy, MoToMy YTO 0YeHb VHTepeCyHoCh
XVUMVRA. ¢ B1oMor, HO He 3Hal 0 XVMUW O0CTaTOYHD, MOSToMY 4
NoayMar, 4To STO XOpPOLWK CNocob BOCNONHUTL NPobentbl B 3HaHKSX.

MpuBeauTe, NoXanyicTra, NPUMEP U3 KHUIYM, PacKpbIBaOLUA
B3aMMOCBS3b XMMUU C UCTOPUEN.

MepBbii NpUMep, JaHHbIA B KHUMe — BoViHa HamoneoHa Hadana XIX
Bexa. Korga Hanoneod Bowlen B Poccuio, MoYTV Ha Boex MpeaMeTax
COMNOATCKOW opMbl BV NYroBULLl V3 CNeLManbHoOro MaTtepuang,
0/10Ba, KOTOPLIA MOrna cebe no3BoUTb KasHa. 3T0T MaTepran He
BbAEMK/BART HA MOPO3e W, OXNaKAadAch, MyroBMUbl  HaYUHa M
KPOLLMTBCSA.  [103TOMY, BO3MOMKHO, OOHOW M3 MpUYvH  MpovrpeiLa
HanoneoHa B BOViHE © Poccvell |BnseTes To, YTo Y ero Congar He
6610 0ASKAb|, 3ALUVILLBIOLLEN VX OT X0noda.

Bbl cka3anu, uto saBnsieTecb 6MonoroM. 91 6bl XoTen y3HaTb o cepe
Baluux Hay4yHbIX UHTEPECOB.

9 paboralo B HWW, crneuvanvsvipyiolleMes Ha  BUOMeaULIHCKOW
TEMATVKE. 9 33HUMEHCh  UMMYHOMVCTOXVIMVIEW, TVCTOMOMMYecKye
MeToObl VICCNea0BaHyd, To eCTb UCCNRO0BaHUEM TKaHew.

A 6onee KOHKpPeTHO?

Mbl ce/ivac 3aHMaeMey rnpoueccamMy MaeHTUMVKaUMA peLenTopos B
0J/10BHOM MO3re V1 BJIVIAHNN Pas/IMHHbIX MPeriaparoB Ha SKCINpecciia
STX PeLerTOpOoB. Oﬁpamaawe CVIMHa/10B KIeTKaMy ro/10BHOM 0 MO3rd
B OTBET Ha BO3OeVCTBYE aHaNbIeTVKOB, TaKMX Kak MOPMUH.

[ns MeHs npuMeYyaTenbHbl Bawy cnosa o ToM, 4TO Ball uHtepec K
KHUre BbI3BaH XXeslaH1eM y3HaTb 60/blle 0 XMMUW, He SBAsIoLLeiics
Bawei ccepon uccneqoBaHuii. B Hayke LLMPOKO pacnpocTpaHeHa
TeHAeHUMS K crneyuanusaumm, 9 xoTen 6bl y3HaTb, KAKOBO Balue
MHeHue Mo 3ToOMy BoMnpocy.

Y VUYBHBIX BCTb LLYTKE, YTO CreUMaIvCT NoXoX Ha quikoc, Korda Lo
CWIbHO OMNyxNo C OAHOW CTOPOHbI 13-33 B0MbHOMo 3yba. YTobsl He
pacnyxaTb C Kakoy-To OOHOW CTOpoHbl, Bam HeoBxogymo nosyYaTsb
HOBbIE 3HaHVg, O0MbLIE 4YMTaTb (He ToMbko O Baweld cdepe
VCCNedoBaHuid, HO v 0 ApyrX NpegmeTax, 3adacTyid TecHO He
CBA3aHHLIX C Baluel TeMolt). A aymato, Takol Nogxod CyLecTsoBan
B COBETCKOR BPEMY, KOrda Hayka pasBuBaach, HO TOMbKO Ceidac Mbl



330yManCh O BaXXHOCTW MOOLLUPEHVA YYeHbIX, YATaIOLLMX O OpyrviX
cdepax vccneaoBaH. BoT noYemy g Bbibpan 3Ty KHAMY U, K CNoBY, 4
04eHb P34 TOMY, YTO ee NPoYMTan. A NOCTOAHHO YMTaK0 HOBOCTY HaYKu
B Hay4YHbIX YKYPHANaX U HayHHO-MNONYyNapHbIX U3AaHUAX. Hanpumep, 9
PerYNIANHD YATaI0 >KypHaN «HayKa 1 SKU3HBS.

Ckopee Bcero, HernpaBW/IbHO NPocUTb Bac roBopuTb OT UMeHWU
BCEX Y4YeHbIX, HO MHe 6bl XOTe/I0Cb 3HaTb Balle /IMYHOe MHeHue 0
LIEHHOCTU U BaXXHOCTU Hay4yHOW NUTepaTypbl.

A He TONbKO CHATAI0 Hay4HO-TONYIAPHYI0 IUTEPaTYPY KpaviHe BaskHON,
9 TaKOKe LIeHI0 ee porb B CO3AaHUV NoNga ANs HayYHOM KOMMYHKALIAML.
HanpMep, B3rMaHUTe Ha KOro—-HUByOs TWNa MeHsa — CrneumanicTa B
CBOEM 06MacTy, HO YMTAIOLLErO Hay4YHyio TTepaTypy, OTHOCALLYOCH
K OpyrM CcepaM HayKv 4ng Toro YTobbl Nony4uTs Bonblue OnbiTa v
3HAHWN.

YTaa KHUMA N0 OpyrvM OVCLVNAMHAM, B KOTOPbIX 9 He ABNSkOCh
CeLMan CToOM, 4 ULLY MHOPMALIVIO M HOBbIE CBHA3Y, O KOTOPbIX PaHbLLUe
MOr Bbl HEe 3HaTb. Y MeHg MoaBnArdTCa MOeV, Kak NpoOBuvHYTLCA B
COBCTBEHHbLIX VCCIRO0BaHNAX, KOraa A y3Halo 06 OTKPBbITUAX B ApYriX
OVCUMNIHAX,  TakuM  0BpasoM, Hay4Ho-MoNyI9pHas  MTepaTypa
— 370 MUWE N9 MOVIX AarbHerLLMX pasMblLneHniA. Ecnv Obl Bbi1o
MeHbLUE NOMYNAPHOM Hayky, 9 OyMalg, YC0 YYeHHBIX TOKEe Haqano
Bbl YMeHbLLATECH. Beerna, Korda Ha nepedremM MpoHTe  HayudHbIX
VCCNedoBaHUA HAYMHAETCH MHTEePEeCHas OMCKYCCMA O KOHKDeTHbIX
MPOLEeccax, O4eHb YacTo 9Ta OMCKYCCME MpovcXoOMT Ha  ypoBHe
NOMYNAPHOKM Hayky, MOTOMY YTO HEeoBxodyMo roBopuTb 06 3TOM U
coobLLaTh 06 3TOM BCeMy 0BLLIeCTBY.

Bbl yTBEpXAaeTe, UTo yyeHble 0693aHbl AOHOCUTb UAEU U HayYHble
OTKPbITUS 40 06LEeCTBEHHOCTU C NOMOLLbI0 TaKUX KHUT, XXYPHa0B
W rasert?

Mbl, KK Y4eHbIR, \pKe Aenaem 310, HO B OCHOBHOM B MPOecc/OHa IbHbIX
Meaya — HayYHbIX PeLILH3VPYEMBIX XypHaNax, Apyriax nyBnmkaLmsax.

Ho cyLLecTsyioT CMI © Bonee LLMPOKOV ayayTopyier. 3 xo4y CKa3aTb, HTo
OHV MOMOrakaT MONOAeXKV OeNaTh BelBop OTHOCUTEIbHO COBCTBRHHOMD
ByayLLIRro, OHY MOMYT 38MHTEPRCOBaTh UX B HayKe W HayHHOW Kapbepe.
MeHA YacTo MPOCAT YATaTb JIeKUMV CTyOeHTaM, MepBOKIaCCHYIKAM,
4TOBBI CO3AaTh Y HUX 0BLLRS BrieYaT/ieHie o passuTUM 1 OTKPbITUGX B
chepe Moer HayYHOW OeATeIbHOCTV. MOXKeT C/TyHUTBCA Tak, YTo Nocs1e
NeKLUUY, KTO=TO U3 HUX 38UHTERECYeTCs W CARMaeT Kapbepy B Hayke.

CerogHa Moe MepBoe MHTEPBbLIO 6bIJI0 C MOSOAOW [AEBYLLUKOW,
npouyvTaBLLel KHWUry 0 yygecax npupopbl. OHa paccka3sana HaM
0 B3aMMOCBSI3M MeXAay Maramy, BOJILLe6HUKaMU U 4yygecamu
npupogbl. CyTb 3101 ugev B yaUBUTENbHOM CNoCco6HOCTY Npupoabl
BHyLUATb TpeneT, U 9 XoTen 6bl 3HaTb, KaK MHOIM0 TakuX YyBCTB
OCTaeTcs, Korga Tbl NPOAO/IXaellb Kapbepy yYyeHoro.

YTo X [axe ec/iv Mbl NorpysyiMcd B DFIDQ,ELQJ‘IQHHI:IM BOrpoc v
6\/&@[\4 B TedeHV e MHOMIX NeT npoBodviTe MCCNeAoBaHVA, BPAO 1 Mbl

fobepemMed A0 CyTW, A0 OCHOB. Mbl BCe LR HEe MOMEeM OCMbIC/UTh
370, HEe MOXKEM MO3HaTb BCe. Yem B0/bLIR Mbl MO3HaeM, 4em 6onbLue
Mbl V3y4aenM, TeM Bonee oTHeTIVBO Mbl Ha4vHaeM 0CO3HaBaTh, KaK
MHOO BCErg eLLe NpeacTouT V3y4uTb 1 NOHATE. TakiM 00pas3oMm, Mbl
03XKe He 3HaeMm, raoe HaxoOMTCH KOHeYHbi MyHKT, ST0, CBOEra poaa,
4ydo. Yem BonbLUe Mbl 13y4aeM, TeM BonbLue HepeLLeHHbIX BonpocoB
PacKpbIBaeM.

C [Opyroii CTOpoHb, CTb MHOMO VICTOpWA B Hayke.. Hampumep,
MeHoenees — CO30aTeNls, NeprioOVYecKor CUCTEMbI  XMYECKYIX
371eMeHTOB.

CyLLIRCTBYRT V3BECTHbIM aHeKOOoT, 4TO OH YBKAeN ee Bo cHe. Ho oH
He MOor VBMORTbL ee BO CHe MpocTo Tak. OH rojaMy paboTan Hag
Hel, 11 TOMbKO MOTOM, BO3MOXHG, Tab/ua NpUCHUIECh emy. Tak yTo,
B OMpefeneHHoM CMbIC/ e BoMLWeOCTBo credyeT 3a rogamv Tpyaa B
nabopatopun. Tl Aenaellb OrpoMHbIA 06bEM paboThl, Npexae qem
CYY3eTCA HeYTO Marvyeckoe, U Tol Mepexodvilb Ha CredyioLLyio
CTaouio. Ho 4ng Toro YTobbl 3T0 CAYYMI0CH, Tebe Hy»kHa 1abopatopug.
KoHeYHO, BaxkHa yaaqa, Cy4aiHoCTV M coBnageHns. Hampumep, B
STOV KHUMR BCTb UCTOPVA O KPaCUTENaX 1 KPACALLMX BeLLRCTBax, 1 KaK
VX 11306penv ByKBaNbHO Cy4YaliHO — 3T0 TOXKE BOLWLeOCTBO.




Aleksey Viktorovich Agrashkin
Vadim Chernobrov: Medveditskaya Ridge

Could you tell me a bit about
your book?

My interest in this book, which is
called Medveditskaya Ridge and
refers to a place in the Volgograd
region, stems from the fact that I
grew up in the area. I had heard

of various abnormal events which
had happened in the region, people
who claimed to have seen UFOs or
people who spontaneously caught
on fire and then disappeared...

How unexpected! When I
choose this book, I thought

it was about geology because
of the cover, but also because
inside there are a number of
illustrations of rock layers
and caves. I would never have
guessed it was a book about

paranormal activity! But per-
haps you could explain a bit
more about the subject of the
book?

I found it an interesting book be-
cause, as I mentioned, I grew up in
the area and I also still have friends
who live there, and they are very
sceptical of the people who travel
there to research these strange phe-
nomena. For me, reading the book
felt much more like reading fiction
than on-fiction. I wouldn’t call is a
scientific or even popular-science
book, but rather something closer to
invented science.

What other examples of para-
normal activity are discussed
in addition to UFOs and peo-
ple catching on fire?

There are also a number of stories
about locals communicating with
animals. The book also talks about
expeditions of scientists who come
to these areas to speak with the
locals in an attempt to discover new
locations where sightings of UFOs
have been reported. According

to this book, there are an increas-
ing number of locations reported
for extra-terrestrial sightings in

the region. There are also many
occurrences of ball lighting, which
the book discusses. And my friends
who live locally have confirmed that
ball lightning does appear regularly.
But since I'm a historian, I'm quite
sceptical. I tend to view these things
more as legends than as real facts.

Do these phenomena pre-date
recent activities? Do they —
like the caves or locals being
able to talk to animals — have
a previous life in the local my-
thology of the area?

In relation to the caves, there have
been a number of archaeological
expeditions and research projects,
some of which have discovered

that the caves were sites of ancient
shrines or burial grounds. There
has also been evidence that the
caves were used by ancient nomadic
peoples as dwellings.

As for the local myths, most of
them share certain stories, so you
would, for example, hear people
speaking about ball lightning,
There’s some data in relation to
the ball lightning, showing that the
path of the lightning tends to follow
the same route, which is linked to a
line of caves, so there’s also a con-
nection between the caves and the
lightning.

I have a friend from university, who

is also from the Volgograd region,
and when she was a child her par-
ents would forbid her from walking
in certain areas, because they said
they were too dangerous.

As a historian, do you find

it frustrating when you read

a book like this which con-
flates more scholarly research
methods with slightly left-field

paranormal arguments?

It does look normal for me - if it
were completely un-scientific, it
wouldn’t have looked read and the
authors wouldn’t consider them-
selves to be researchers.

I also think that the researchers
who engaged in these expeditions
and wrote these books fully believe
in their work, the subject of their
rescarch, and what they see.

They observe, they work in local
archives, they speak to local peo-
ple, and what they are trying to do
1s...they take facts and then try to
rearrange these facts under a single
pre-existing theory. You know, some
people have conspiracy theories.
Well, these researchers have a
theory which is similar to a conspir-
acy theory, and they rearrange the
facts in order to make the theory
seem viable.

Is this a contemporary book
and research project?

The expedition was in 2004, and
the book was published in 2006.

Was it frustrating to read a
book like this, or rewarding
despite its irritations?

There were certain parts of the
book which irritated me, and there
were also certain parts which made



me laugh. I tried to scroll through
sections which seemed more fiction-
al. I maintained a certain scepticism
throughout, and didn’t concentrate
as carefully on those parts which
seemed suspicious. But for me, it was
also important to learn more about
the historical past of the region in
which I grew up, as well as some of
the archaeological research which
had been conducted in the area.
Reading the book also provided a
perfect opportunity to reconnect
with friends from my early childhood
and discuss these questions with
them.

I’m wondering which parts of
the book made you laugh.

Occasionally, the researchers would
build sculptures resembling those on
Easter Island, such as in the photo-
graph on the book’s cover. They also
built pyramids and other structures
in order to attract UFOs, because
they genuinely thought that if they
built such structures, UFOs and
other extra-terrestrials would be at-
tracted to them.

Do you think you would have
read a book like this had it not
been about Volgograd, the area
where you’re from?

No, I doubt it.

You mentioned that you are a
historian. I’'m curious about
your area of research.

I work as a school teacher. I teach
history, law and history of world art.
I teach in a high school downtown,
so eighth, ninth, and tenth grades.

And what sort of history cur-
riculum do you teach to your
students?

History classes are organised such
that, from fifth to ninth grade, we
follow Russian history from the
early ages to modern times. And in
the last two years, ninth and tenth
grade, we actually repeat the same
material, but at a much deeper
level. It’s partly in consideration of
preparing the students for their uni-
versity entrance examinations.

And do you enjoy being a
teacher?

Very much so. I only have two
years of teaching experience, but

I really enjoy it. For example, last
year, I won a teaching prize in

St Petersburg as one of the most
promising teachers. I really like
spending time with the kids. I really
feel useful; I see a lot of meaning in
what I do.

But this is actually my third profes-
sion. In my first profession, I was
an electrician. Eventually, I thought
that perhaps I should get a degree
and I studied automotive engineer-
ing, but I didn’t really enjoy it so I
left the university without graduat-
ing. Later, I joined the historical
faculty at another university and
that’s how I came to teaching. But
my experience as an electrician is
very useful, because sometimes kids
come to me and ask me questions
about physics or whatever and I'm
able to help them.

Since this book gives a spe-
cific picture of Volgograd as

a site of paranormal activ-
ity, perhaps you could tell

me something else about the
history of the region as a final
question.

Well, Volgograd, which used to
be called Stalingrad, was the site

of one of the biggest battles with
Germany during the Second World
War. The battle lasted for more
than half a year and the German
army lost more than one million
people. In many ways, the battle
marked a turning point in the war,
as the Soviet Union was then able
to defeat Germany. In many ways,
that battle changed the situation of
the war.

Because of that, we have a number
of war memorials in the city, the
most famous of which is the Moth-
erland Calls memorial. It’s a woman
standing on a hill and is one of the
largest war memorials in Russia.
The city was completely ruined as a
result of the battle, so there are no
old buildings remaining. Volgograd
was completely rebuilt after the war,
S0 it’s, in a way, a very new city.




Anekceu BuktopoBwuy ArpalLKuH
Badum YepHobpos: Medseduuxasa 2paoa

He Mornu 6b1 Bbl HeMHOro0 pacckasaTb MHe 0 cBOeW KHure?

Mol MHTepeC K 3ToM KHUMe, KoTopasyl HasbiBaetcs ‘MeaBeavilkas
rpana’ U yKa3biBaeT Ha MecTo B Bonrorpaackor 06nacTy, npovcTexaeT
V13 TOrD aKTa, Y10 4 BbIpOC B 3TOM PaioHe. A Chbilan 0 MHOXeCTBe
Pa3HbIX @HOMaSTbHBIX COBLITVY, KOTOPbIe MPOV30LLIV B STOM pervioHe, 0
NHOOSX, KOTOPbIe yTBEmKOaV, |10 Buoe/ v HI10 v o niogsx, KoTopble
VICYe3aNV Mocs1e CaMOBO3ropaHUS.

9 pomkeH ckasaTb, 3TO0 HECKONbKO HeoXxuaaHHo. Korga 9
BblbMpana 3Ty KHUrY, TO u3-3a 06/10)KKU NMogyMas, yuTto 3To YTo-
TO CBYI3aHHOE C reofiorvel, Ko BceMy NpoyYeMy BHYTPU ecTb
Lenbin pag wilcTpaumii cnoeB ropHblx nopog v newep. Mue 6bl
HMKOrQAa He MPULLJIO B FOJIOBY, YTO 3TO KHUra 0 NapoHOPMaJsibHOU
akTuBHoctu! Ho, BO3MOXHO, Bbl MornM 6bl pacckasaTtb YyTb
6onblue 06 OCHOBHOW uaee KHUrm?

A Haxoky 3Ty KHUMY WHTEPECHOW, NoToMy 4YTO, Kak & \»Ke roBopuii
Npexae, 4 Bulpoc B STOM pPalioHe, VY MeHd Tam A0 CVX Nop OCTasvch
OpY3bs, KOTOPbIZ TaM XXVBYT, W OH BECbMa CKeNTUYECKY HACTPOeHb!
N0 OTHOLLeHVKD K TeMm, KTO WUCCMedyeT 3TV CTpaHHbie asneHvs. 14
MEHA UTeHVIe STOM KHUM/ BObLIE MOXOAWT Ha UTeHVe XyAOKeCTBeHHO
AUTEPaTYPhl, YeM Ha YTeHVe MaHTacTVKu. A Bbl He Has3Ban 3Ty KHUMY
Hay4HOW UV OavKe Hay4HO-MonyNsapHoK, 3T0 ckopee 4To-To 6onee
BM3K0e K HOBOW30OPETeHHOW HayKe.

Kakue elle npyMepbl NapaHopMal/ibHO aKTUBHOCTU 06CYXAa0TCH
B gononHeHue Kk H/10 1 caMoBo3ropaHuio nogein?

ECTb Tarkoke Leblii pAn UCTOPWIA O MECTHBIX YXXUTENZX, KOTOPbIe YMerT
0BLLEThCA C >KMBOTHBIMU. KHMa PacCkasbiBaeT v 06 3KCMeayumsx
VHBHBIX, KOTOPbIR NPUe3YKaraT B 3TV MeCTa, 419 TOro YToOs! NoroBopUTh
C MECTHBIMU K/TeNAMY B MOMbITKe 0BHapy»K1Tb HOBbIE MecTa, roe
BbINV 3apervCTpUPOBaHL! CBYAeTeNbCTBa 0 HI10. CornacHo 3Tov KH/re,
KOMMYeCTBO MeCT B PervoHe, rae Guiiv 3apervcTpyupoBarbl HI10, Bce
BO3PaCTaeT. Takke B KH/Me 0BCy»KAaeTCst MHOXKECTBO C/lyHaes Takoro
FBNEHMA KaK LapoBas MOHWA. I MOM Opy3by, KOTOPbIE >KVBYT B
3TOM DavioHe, NOATBEDXAaHT, YT0 LUap0Bbie MOMHUM OeACTBUTE IbHO
PEryIApHO NOSBASAITCS. HO Tak Kak 9 CTOPVIK, 1 CKeMTUYeCKY K STOMY
OTHOLLYCh. A CKOHEH paccMaTpyBaTh STV BELLY CKOPEeR Kak NereHap|,
HEXENM YeM peasibHbIe aKTbl.

BeTpevyanucb i nogo6Hble SiBfieHUs paHbLue? EcTb ynoMuHaHug o
HUX (KaK neLlepbl UK noau, cnocobHbie 06LWaTbhes ¢ XXUBOTHLIMU)
B MECTHOI MU onorum?

K Bonpocy o netepax: ObIN10 HECKOMBbKO aPXe0NorVHecKYIX SKeneauLii
I VICCed0BaTelbCKMX MPOeKToB, HeKOTOPble 3 KOTOPbIX OGHBDV)KI/INI/I,

HTO NeLlepsl BbIIV MECTaMM JPEBHVIX CBATUMLLL U MOTVINBHVIKOB. Tam
Takoke Belm nos1yHeHsl CBUMARTENBCTBA, HYTO MNellepbl MCMoS1b30Ba/Ch
OPpeBHMIM KBHEeBHKaMN KaK >XXWMLLG.

LUTO »Ke K3caeTCd MeCTHbIX MUMOB, BOMLLUMHCTBO U3 HUX UMedT
onpeaeneHHbIe UCTop Y, Tak |To Bbl Bbl, HANPYIMep, MO YeNbILLaTs 0T
N0Aelt o LWapoBoy MonHUW. VIMeIOTCHA HeKoTopble AaHHbIR KaCaTe/IbHO
LU3P0BOA MOMHUY, KOTOPbIE MOKa3bIBalOT, YTO MyTb MOMHWM UMeeT
TeHOPHLMIO MOBTOPATL MapLUPYT, KOTOPLIA VART BAOb MHAM MeLlep,
TaK YTO CBA3b MeXay MeLLepaMi 1 MOMHVAMM TaKoKe CyLLIeCTBYeT.

Y MeHd ecTb nodpyra 13 YH1MBePCUTETa, OHa TOoXe 13 Bonrorpanckon
061aCTV, Tak BOT, KOrda oHa Bbina pebeHKoMm, ee poayTeny 3anpeLlant
eVl ryNdTh B 0NMPeAeneHHbIX MeCTax, MoToMY YT, KaK DHY CKa3anw, Tam
B0 CAVILLKOM OMacHo.

PasouapoBbiBaeT M Bac kKak WCTOpMKa, Korga B KHUrax
noao6Ho 3TOM, HayyHble MeToAbl Ucc/efoBaHus 06begUHSIOT C
COMHUTENbHbIMU “NapoHOpMasibHbIMU" apryMeHTaMu?

[1Na MeHa 370 BbIMI9AVT HOPMalibHO — eciiv Bbl BCe 370 6bII0 coBCeM
HEeHay4HO, TO BbIMAaeno Bbl He Mo —HaCToALLEeMY, 1 BPAL 1 Bbl Torda
ST AV CHATANM ceba MCCNenoBaTenaMu. Y AymMako, |10 OHK, NobbIBaB
B 3TVX 3SKCrednuAx 1 HarnmcaB 3T KHUT, OeVICTBATENBHO BEpAT B
CBOHO Daﬁmy, npeaMeT MCCHQJ:L[]BEIHVIM/ BEPAT B TO, YTO OHW BMOESIN.

OHV OTMEeYaroT, YTo PaboTalT B MECTHbIX apxviBax, 0OLIaTesa ©
MECTHBIM HACe1eHeM. Ho NoToM OHV Bepy T akKThl, a 3aTemM NonbITaioTed
NOOOrHaTh 3TV MaKThl NoA PaMKV OOHOW \Ke CyLLIeCTBYHOLLe Teopuin.
Bbl 3HaeTe, HeKoTopbIe MOV BepAT B TeOpUK 3aroBopa. YTo K, 3Tu
VCCNedoBaHuga OT4acTV M eCTb TeopWs, KOTOpad MoxXoya Ha Teopuo
33roBopa, M yYeHble NepecTaBnAoT axTsbl 49 TOro, YTobbl Teopus
Ka3anach bonee peanvcTUYHO.

dBnsieTcs NM Tekywasi KHMra M Hay4YyHo-McciefoBaTeSlbCKUM
NPoOeKTom?

3Kxcnegvuyd Buina B 2004 rofy, a kKHvra Geina onybnvkosaHa B 2006
roay.

BblI0 M HEMPUSITHO YUTaTb 3TY KHUTY, UM Xe OHa OKa3anacbh
nosie3HoW, HeCMOTPS Ha pasfpaxeHue?

Bev 0rpeaeneHHsIe HacTu KHUM, KOTOPBIE MeHA pas3apayani, Ho Tam
BNV TaKoKe HEKOTOPbIE MECTg, KOTOPbIe 3aCTaBWIM MEHA CMEATBCA.
Y NomeITancd NpoavCTaTe Pasfesbl, KOTopble Ka3anvth CAVILLIKOM
(DaHTACTVHYHBIMU. A COXpaHA ONPedeneHHel CKenmULY3M KO BCemy,
HO He BCe >Ke He 3a0CTPYAST BHMaHVE Ha TexX HaCTAX, KOTOPbIe Ka3a/MCb
NoA03pUTENbHEIMU. HO /19 MeHA 370 B0 Ba>KHO, BEAb A XOTeS1 Y3H3ATb
B0MbLLUIe 06 VICTOPVHeCKOM MpoLLWIcM pPervoHg, B KOTOPOM A BbIpOC, a
TAKXKE O HEKOTOPbIX apXeos10rHecknx NMCCnegoBaHAX, KoTopble BV
NpOBeMeHb! B 3TOM 0B1aCTU. HTeHe STOW KHUM Takoke rNnpeaocraBAio
MNPeKpacHy BO3MOXKHOCTb BOCCTAHOBUWTL CBA3b C  ARY3bAMUM C
PaHHero OetcrBa U OGCyﬂMTb 3T BOMPOChI C HAMW.



o . NEFRAEPRE
MEABEAMITKASI
TPSIAA

SATAREH ARBMAKEN fE

NHTepecHo, Kakue YacTU KHUrv 3actasunu Bac nocMmesTbes.

Mepuoauyeckn  UCCNenoBaTenm CaMM  CTPOAT  CKYMIbMTYPb,
HaNoOMVHaOLLMEe Urypbl C 0CTpoBa [acxy, HanprMep, Bel UX MOXKeTe
BUOPTL HA 0BNOKKe. OHW Takke camMy BO3OBUIaoT rmvpamMuabl v
Apyriie CKynbiTypbl — KaK roBORAT, ANs TOro HTo6sl npyvsneds H0.
/lcenenoBaTen AerCTBUTENbHO YBRPRHLI, UTO ec/vi OHV NOCTPOAT Bee
370, TO NPUBMEKYT NETaIOLLIME Tapeskv M UHOMIaHEeTSH.

[ymaete, Bbl 6bl CTaNM YMTATb KHUTY O MOXOXUX SIBJIRHUSIX, €C/IN
6bl OHa 6bl1a He o Balleil pogHoi Bonrorpagckou o6nactu?

HeT comMHeBaroch.

Bbl ynoMuHanu, uto Bbl MCTOpUK. MHTepecHo y3HaTb 06 o6nactu
Bawwwux uccnenoBaHuii.

Y paboTal WKOMbHLIM ydrTeneM. W Mpenodatd VCTOpWio, Mpasg,
MEXOYHAPOOHVIO  XYOOKECTBEHHYID  KybTypy. B mMHaswi B
LeHTpansHOM  parioHe. 3T0 BOCbMble-AeBATbIe-OLCAThle  Kacth,
CTapLUas WKona.

M Kakume wucTtopuyeckue nepuoabl Bbl nNpenogaete CBOUM
CTyAeHTaM?

VICTOPUHECKYIe KNacthl OpraHv30BaHbl TakM 08pasoMm, |To, C NAToro
N0 OEBATbIA KIace Mbl V3y4aeM POCCUMCKYID UCTOPWIO C ApeBHYX
BpeMeH 00 COBpeMeHHOCTW. A nocredHvie OBa roag, B OeBATOM U
[OPCATOM KNACCe, Mbl, MO CyTW, MOBTOPAEM TOT ke matepyasn, Ho Ha
ropasgo 6onee rmyBoKoM ypoBHe. OTHACTV 3TO HYXXHO ANA YereLHow
NOArOTOBKM CTYARHTOB K BbiMyCKHBIM 3K3aMeHaM.

BaM HpaBuTCS 6bITb yuuTenem?

OyeHb HpaBWTCA. Mol CTayK NPenoaaBaHug TONbKO ABa IroAa, HO \Ke
B MPpOLIOM roay A CTan Mpu3epoM KoHKypca <[ lefaroryeckme
Hapexasl CaHkT-TleTepbypray. MHe HpaBuTCH 0BLLaThCA C AeTeMM. 9
YyBCTBYIO Cebd NoNe3HbIM; 4 BIYPKY, HTO B TOM, HTO 4 4213813, eCTb CMbIC/.
[NpaBaa, 310 MOy TPeTeA Npogectya. Mod nepBasa NpomecCis — SMeKTPVIK.
B KOHLUE KOHLOB, 9 MogoyMar, Y70, BO3MOXKHO, 9 O0/DKeH MoTyYTh
BbICLLUPE 0Opa30BaHV/e, Vi HadYasl M3ydaTb aBTOMOBVNIRCTRORHUE, HO
MOHAM, YTO 370 He CoBceM Moe ¥ yilen 13 BY3A. Tlo3xe 9 nocTynng
Ha VCTOPWHECKIA (akyNsTeT B APYrOM YHUBEPRCUTETE, 3aKOH4YW ero
— TaK VI NpuyLLIeN K npencaasaHAig. Ho Mol onbiT paboThl B Ka4ecTse
INEKTPVIK3 UM OMbIT 00YHeHMA Ha VHyKeHepa OK33aca 04eHb noneser,
NMoTOMY YTO MHOrOa OeTV MPYIXCOAT KO MHE V1 330307 BOMpoChl M0
hVEKKe UK NuboMy ApyroMy NPeaMeTy, Vi 9 B COCTOSHMY MOMOHb VM.

Tak KaKk 3Ta KHUra [aeT OnpefeneHHyl0 XapakKTepucTuKy
Bonrorpaga kak ropoaa napaHopMasibHOW aKTUBHOCTU, BO3MOXHO,
BaM ecTb, UTO eLlé pacckasaTb 06 UCTOPUM peruoHa B KauyecTse
OTBETa Ha nocnefHui Bonpoc.

Bonrorpag, KoTopblii paHblLe HasbiBanca CTanuHrpa, Obin MecToMm, rae
NpOVI30LLN3 0AHa M3 KpynHeryx 6UTs Bo BTopor Myposoi BoliHa.
ButBa AWnacs Honblie nonyroaa, repMaHcKas apMyid noTepana B
Hell bonee MUMIMOHa YenoBex. Bo MHOroM 370 MoMoro B notege
CCCP Hapg HauyicTKon ['epMaHvien.

B ropoge ecTtb pyg VHTEPECHBIX MaMATHUKOB-MOMEHTOB — Mpexae
BCEro, CKyMbMTypa <«PoovHa-MaTb 30BET» — OUrypa >KeHLWHbI,
CTOALLAA Ha xonve. OHa aBNsaeTca OOHOM 3 KPYMHEMLLUVIX BORHHBbIX
MemMopranos B Poccun. Bo BpemMs BTopoii MypoBoi BoliHbl ropos 6ol
CTepT C /LA 3eM/1V M BOCCTAHOB/IBH MPaKT/YeCK MOMHOCTBH, TaK HTO
CTapbIxX 30aHUA NMPaKTUYECK He OCTanoch.
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